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Advertiſement, 


Here is now preparing for the Preſs, vr | 


APPENDIX to this Work, 
ving an Account of the late Diſþoſſeſſing S a 


Perton in England by Faſting and Prayer, Prin- * 


ted by the Conſent of the Miniſter chiefly F 
concern'd. With a Preface to it by a Reverend 
Divine living in London. Printed for Fobn | 
Dunton, at the Raven in the Poultrey. 
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A Trxut NakkraATive of ſome 
Remarkable Paſſages relating to ſundry Perſons 
afflicted by W, itchcraft at Salem Village in New- 
England, which happened from the '1 gth. of 
March to the 5th. of April, 1692. 
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Colleted by Deodat Lawſon. 
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()' the Nineteenth day of March laſt I went to Salem Vil- 
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lage, and lodged at Nathaniel Þngerſo's near to the Mini- 
ſter Mc. P's. Houſe, and preſently after I came into my 
Lodging, Capt. Waicwt's Daughter Mary came to Lieut. Inger/o!”s 
and ſpake to me z but ſuddenly after, as ſhe ſtood by the Door, 
was bitten, ſo that ſhe cryed out of her Wriſt, and looking on 
it with a Candle, we ſaw apparently the marks of Teeth, both 
upper and lower ſet, on each ſide of her Wriſt. 

+ In the beginning of the Evening I went to give Mr. P. a Viſit. 
When I was there, his Kinſwoman, Ab;garl 1/i:ams, ( about 12 
Years of Age) had a grievous fit; ſhe was at firſt hurried with 
violence to and tro in the Room (though Mrs. Inger/ol endeavoured 
to hold her) ſometimes making as if ihe would fly, ſtretching up 
her Arms as high as ſhe could, and cryin”, Waſh, Watſh, Hhiſh,leve- 
ral times; preſently aiter the {a1d,there wa: Goodw. IN. and laid, Ds 
you nit ſee her ? Why there ſhe ftands ! And the faid, Goodw. VN. oftered 
her THE BOOK, but hz was retoived ſhe woutd not take it, fay- 
ing often, I wont, I wont, I wont take it, I do y0t know what Book it 
w: I am ſure it xs none of (3d s Book, it is the Dewul's Book for ougbt 
I know. Atcer thar, the run to the Fire. and begin to throw Fiie- 
brands about the Houle, and run again: the Back, 2s 11 ſhe woutd 
run up Chimney, and, as they taid, ſhe had att. pred to go into 
the Fire 1n other Fits, A 2 On 


_— 


"oe - NESS AT NILES 5 


2 The Examination of the 
On Lords Day, the Twentieth of March, there were ſundry of 


* the afflied Perſons at Meeting, as,Mrs.Pope, and Goodwite Bibber, 


Abigail Williams, Mary Walcut, Mary Lewes, and DoRor Grigg's 
Maid. There was allo at Meeting, Goodwife C. (who was atter- 
ward Examined on ſuſpicion of being a Witch : ) They had ſeveral 
ſore Fits in the time of Publick Worſhip, which did ſomething in- 
rerrupt me in my firſt Prayer, being ſo unuſual. After Pſalm was 
ſung, Abigail Wiliams ſaid tome, Now ſtand up, and name your 
Text ! And after it was read, ſhe ſaid, I: s a lng Text, In the begin- 
ning of Sermon, Mrs. Pope,a Weman attlictec,ſaid to me, Now there 
i enough of that. And in the Afternoon, Abigail Williams, upon 
my referring to my Do@rine, ſaid to me, I know no Dottrine you, 
bad, If you did name one, I have forgot it. | 

In Sermon time, when Goodwite C, was preſent inthe Meeting - 
Houle, 4b... called out, Look where Goodwife C. ſits on the Bram 
ſuckling ber Yellow Bird betwixt ber fingers! Ann Putman, anotuer 
Girle afliged, ſaid, There was a Tellow Bird ſat on my Hat a; it 
hung on the Pin in the Pulpit 5 but thoſe that were by, reſtrained 
her from ſpeaking loud about it. 

On Monday the 21#. of March, the Magiſtrates of Salem ap- 
pointed to come to Examination of Goodwife C. And about 
Twelve of the Clock they went into the Meeting-Hbuſe, which 
was thronged with SpeRators, Mr. Noyes began with a very per- 
tinent and pathetical Prayer; and Goodwite C. being called to 
anſwer to what was alledged againſt her,ſhe deſired to go toPrayer, 
which was much wondred at, in the preſence of ſo many hun- 
dred People : The Magiſtrates told her, they would not admit 
it ; they came not there to hear her Pray, but to Examine her, 
in what was Alledged againſt her. The Worſhipful Mr. Hathore 
asked her, Why ſhe affiicted thoſe Children? She ſaid, the did not 
AMi& them. He axked her, who did then? She ſaid, I do net 
know ; How fhould I know? The Number of the AMicted Perſons 
were about that time Ten, viz. Four Married Women, Mrs. 
Pope, Mrs. Putman, Goodwite Bibber, and an Ancient Woman , 
named Goodall; three: Maids, Mary Walcut, Mercy Lewes, at Tho- 
mas Putman's, and a Maid at Dr. Grr/ggs's ; there were three Girls 
trom 9 to 12 Years of Age, each ct them, or theceabouts, wis. 
Elizabeth Parr, Abigail Williams, and Ann Putman ; thele were 
molt of them at Goodwife C's. Examination, and did vehemently 
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New-England TUitches. 2 
Accuſe. her-in the. Aſſembly of Affiting them, by Biting, Pinch* 
imp, Strangling, &c. And'that they did in their Fics ſee. her Like: 
neſs coming: to them, and bringing a Book to them; ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
had no Breck ; they affirmed, ſhe had a Nlow Bird, that uſed to 
ſuck betwixt ker Fingers, and being asked about ir, if ſhe had 
any Familiar Spirit, that attended her? ſhe ſaid, She had no Far 
millarity with any ſuch thing. She was a Geſpel Woman : 'Nhich 
Title the called her felf by ; and the Aﬀicted Perſons told her, 
Ah ! ſhe was A Geſpel Witch. Ann Putman did there affirm, thar 
one day when Lieutenant Fuller was at Prayer at her Father's 
Houſe, ſhe ſaw the ſhape of Goodwife C, and ſhe thought Good- 
wife N. Praying at the ſame time to the Devil; ſhe was not ſure 
it was Goodwife N. ſhe thought it was; but very ſure ſhe ſaw 
the ſhape of Goodwife C. The faid C. ſaid, they were poor 
diſtrated Children, and no heed to be given to what they ſaid. 
Mr. Hathorne and Mr. Noyes replyed, It was the Judgment of all 
that were preſent, they were Bewitched, and only ſhe the Accuſed 
Perſon ſaid, they were Difrathed. It was obſerved ſeveral times, 
that if ſhe did but bite her under lip in time of Examination, 
the Perſons aflited were bitten on their Arms and Wrilſts, and 
produced. the Marks before the Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and others. 
And being watched for that, if ſhe did but P:cb her Fingers, oc 
Graſp one Hand hard in another, they were Pinched, and pro- 
duced the Marks before the Magiſtrates, and Spectators. After 
that, it was obſerved, that if ſhe did but lean her Breaſ# againſt 


the Seat in-the Meeting-Houſe, (being the Bar at which the ſtood) | 


they were afflicted. Particularly Mrs. Pepe complained of grievous 
Torment in her Bowels, as if they were torn ont. She vehe» 
mently accuſed the ſaid C. as the Inſtrument, and ficſt threw hec 
Muff at her ; but that flying not home, ſhe got off her Shoe, and 


hit Goodwife C. on the Head with it. After theſe Poſtures were - 


watched, if the faid C. did but ſtir her Feet, they were aftlicted 


in thcir Feer, and ſtamped fearfully. The afflited Perſons asked + 


her, why ſhe did not go to the Company of Witches which were 
before the Meerting-Houſe Muſtering ? Did ſhe not hear the Drum 
beat ? They accuſed her of having Familiarity with the Dew , 
in the time of Examination, in the ſhape of a Black Man whil- 
pering in het Ear ; they affirmed, that her Now Bird ſucked be- 
twixt her Fingers in the Aſſembly L and Order being given to _ 
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The Erainination of the 

if there were any ſign, the Girl that ſaw it, ſaid, it was too late 
now ; ſhe had removed a Pin, and put it on her Head ; which 
was found there ſticking upright. | 

They told her, ſhe had Covenanted with the Devil for ten 
Years, ſix of them were gone, and four more to come. She was 
required by the Magiſtrates to anſwer that Queſtion in the Ca- 
trechiſm, How many perſons be there in the God- head ? She anſwered 
it but oddly, yet was there no great thing to be gathered from 
it ; ſhe denied all that was charged upon her, and faid, They could 
not prove a Witch; ſhe was that Afternoon Committed to Salem 
Priſon ; and after ſhe was in Cuſtody, ſhe did not {o appear to 
them, and afflit them as betore. 

On Wedneſday the 234. of March, I went to Thomas Putman!'s, 
on purpole to ſee his Wite : I found her lying on the Bed, having 
had a fore Fit a little before ; ſhe ſpake to me, and ſaid, ſhe was 
glad to ſee me ; her Husband and ſhe both deſired me to Pray 
with her while ſhe was ſenſible ; which I did, though the Appa- 
rition ſaid, 1 ſhould not go to Prayer. At the firſt beginning ſhe 
attended ; but after a little time, was taken with a Fic; yet con- 
tinued ſilent, and ſeemed to be 4//zep: When Prayer was done, 
her Husband going to her, found her in a Fit ; he took her off 
the Bed, to ſet her on his Knees, but at firſt ſhe was (o ſtiff, ſhe 
could not be bended ; but ſhe alterwards fat down, but quickly 
began co ſtrive violently with ker Arms and Leggs; ſhe then be- 
gan to Complain of, and as it were to Converſe Perſonally with, 
Goodwite N. ſaying, Goodwife N. Be gone! Be gone! Be gone! 
are you not aſhamed, a Woman of your Profeſſion, to affii&t a poor Crea- 
ture ſo ® What burt did I ever do you in my life? You have but two 
Years to live, and then the Devil will torment your Soul ; for this your 
Name u blotted out of God's Book, and it ſhall never be put in God”; 
Bock again ; be pore for ſheme, are you not afraid of that which « 
commg upon youu? 1 know, I know what will make you offaid ; the 
wrath of an Angry Ged, I am ſure that will make you afraid ; be gone, 
Go nt torment me, I know what you would have ( we judged ſhe 
meant, ber Soul ) but it x out of your reach ; it xs cloathed with the 
w bite Robes of Chriſt's Rightecuſmeſf, Aﬀter this, ſhe ſeemed to dil- 
putc with the Apparition abouc a particular Text of Scripture, 
The Apparitioa ſeemed to deny it; (the Womans Eyes being 
lalt ciuſcd all this time ) ſhe ſaid, She was ſure there was ſuch a Text, 
and 


and ſhe would tell itz and then the Shape would be gone, for, 
{aid ſhe, I am ſure you cannot ſtand before that Text | Then ſhe was 
ſorely Afﬀticted, her Mouth drawn on one fide, and her Body 
ſtrained for about a Minute, and then (aid, I ll tell, I will rell ; 
jt «, # #, it x, three or four times, and then was afflicted to hin- 
der her from telling, at laſt ſhe broke forth, and ſaid, 7; x :hz 
third Chapter of the Revelations, 'I did ſomething (cruple the rea- 
ing it, and did let my ſcruple appear, leſt Satan ſhould make 
any Superſticiouſly to improve the Word of the Ecernal God. 
However, tho? not verſed in theſe things, I judged I might do it 
chis once for an Experiment. I hezan to read, and betore I had 
near read through the firlt Verſe, ſhe opened hr Eves, and was 
well ; this Fit continued near halt an hour, Ic Hubind and 
the Spectators told me, the had ofcen been 5 relieved by reading 
Texts that ſhe named, ſomething pzrtinent to her Cale ; as 742.40. 
I. Iſa. 49.1. Ia. fo. 1. and ſeveral others. 

On Thurſday the Twenty Fourth of March, (being in courle the 
Lecture-Day at the Village) Goodwite N. was brought betore the 
Magiſtrates Mr. Hathorne and M#. Corwin, about Ten of the Clock 
in the Forenoon, to be Examined in the Meeting-Houſe,the Reve- 
rend Mr. Hale begun with Prayer, and the Warrant being read, 
ſhe was required to give Anlwer, Why ſhe afflicted thoſe perſons ? She 
pleaded her own Innocency with earneſtnels. Thomas Putman's 
Wife, Abigail 1ilhams, and Thomas Putman's Daughter accuſed her 
that the appeared to them,and atHictzd chem in theirFirs;burt ſome 
of the others ſaid,that they had ſeen her, but knew not that ever ſhe 
had hurt them; among{(t which was Mary Walcut, who was preſently 
after the had fo declared bitten, and cryzd out of her in the Mezr- 
ing- Houſe, producing the Marks of Teeth on her writ. It was lo dil- 
poſed, that I had not leiiure toatend the wholz time of Examina- 
tion, but both Magittrates and Miniſters cold me, that the things 
alledged by the afti;cted,and detences made by her, were much at- 
ter the ſame manner as the tormer was. And her motions did pro- 
duce like effeRs, as to Biting, Pinching, Bruſing, Tormenting, at their 
Breaſts, by her Leaning, and when bendeyd back, were as if their 
Backs were broken. The aMicted Per{ons laid, the Black 14mm whil- 
pered to her in the Ailembly, and theretore ſhe could not hear 
what the Magiſtrates ſaid unto her. "They ſaid allo, that ſhe did 
then ride by the Mzc:ing-tlouſe, b:nind the Black Man. Thimas 
Putman's Wite had a grievous Fit in the time of Examination, to 
B 2 the 
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The Examination 'of the 
the very great impairing of her ſtrength, and waſting of her ſpirits, 
inſomuch'as ſhe could hardly move hand or foot when ſhe was 
carried out. Others alſo were there grievouſly aftlited,ſothat there 
was once ſuch an hideous {criecth and noiſe ( which I heard as I 
walked at a little diſtance from the Meeting-Houlſe) as did amaze 
me, and ſome that were within, toll me che whole Aſſembly was 
ſtruck with Conſternation, and they were atrai.l, that thoſe that 
fate next to them were under the Lilluencs of 1/:'cheraft. This 
Woman alſo was that day committed to £2» Priſon. The Ma- 
giſtrates and Miniſters alio did info:m me, that the apprehended 
a Child of Sarab 6: and examinet it, ing between 4 and x years 
of Age.And as to matter of Fa&t,they did unanimouſly athcm,thac 
when this Child did but caſt ics Eys upon tne afflicted Perſons, 
they were tormented ; and they held her Head, and yet ſo many 
as her Eye cold tix upon were afti:&ed. Which they did ſeveral 
times make careful Obſervation of : The aftlited complained, 
they had often been Bitten by this Child, and produced the marks 
of a ſmall ſer of teeth accordingly; this was alſo committed to Sa- 
lm Priſon,the Child looked hail, and well as other Children. I {aw 


it at Lieut, Ingerſo!'s. After the Commicment of Goodw. N. Tho. 


Putman's Wite was much better, and had no violent Fits at all from 
that 24th. of March,.to the 5:b.of April. Some others allo (aid they 
had not (een her ſo frequein:ly appear. to them, to hurt them. 
On the 25th.of March (as Capt.Stephen Sewal of Salem did after- 
wards inform me)Elz Pars had fore Fits at his Houſe, which much 


troubled himſelf, and bu Iiife, fo as he told me they were almoſt 


diſcouraged. She related, that the great Black Man came to her, 
and told her, it ſhe would be ruled by him,ſhe ſhould have what- 
loever the delired,and go to a Golden City. She relating this to Mrs. 
Sewal, ſhe told the Child, it was the Devil, and he was a Lyar fom 
the Beginning, and bid her tell him fo, if he came again : which 


the did accordingly, at the next coming to her, in her Fits. 


On the 2Eth. of .March, Mr. H:thorne, Mr. Corwin, and Mr. Higiſon, were at the 
Priſon-Reeper's Houſe ro Examine the Child, and jt told them there, ir had a 
firtle Snake that uſed to ſuck &n the !oweft Joynt of irs Fore-Finger; and when 


tiey crquired where, pointing, to ciler places, it told them, nor there, but there, 


pornting on the lowelt Joinr of the Fore-Finger, where they obſerved a deep 
Ked Spor, about the bigncls of a Flea-bitez they asked who gave it that Snake? 
wacther the great Black Man? Ic ſaid no, its Mother gave it. 
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New-England Witches. 7 
The 31 of March there was a Publick Faſt kept at Salem on ac- 


count of theſe AﬀfiQed Perſons. And Abigal Hlliams ſaid, that 


the Witches had a Sacrament that day at an houſe in the Village, 
and that they had Red Bread and Red Drink. The firſt of April, 
Mercy Lewis, Thomas Putman's Maid, in her Fir, laid, they did 
cat Red Bread, like Man's Fleſh, and would have had her car 
ſomet but ſhe would not ; butturned away her head, and ſpit 
at them, and ſaid, will nat Fat, I mill nt Drink, it 75 Blood, &C. 


- ſhe ſaid , That zs nct the Bread if Iije ,, that zs not the IW ater 6 


I ife ; Chriſt gives the Bread of I ife ;, 1 mill have none of it | The firſt 
of Afril alſo Marcy Lens atorelaid ſaw in her Fit a V/hite Man, 
and was with him in a glorious Place, which had no Candle; 
nor Sun, yet was full of Light and Brightneſs ; where was a 
great Multitude in White glittering Robes, and they Sung the 
Song in the tifth of Revelation, the gth verſe, and the 110 Pſaln: 
and the 149 Pſalm, and ſaid with her ſelf, How long ſhall 1ſtay 
here | let me be along mith you : She was Ioth to leave this place, 
and gricyed that ſhe could tarry no longer. T his white Mar 
hath appearcd ſeveral times to ſome of them, and given them 
notice how long it ſhould- be before they had another Fit, 
which was ſometimes a day, or day and half, or more or leſs, 
it hath fallen out accordingly. 

T he 3d of April, the Lord's-day, being Sacrament-day, at 
the Village, Goodw.C. upon Mr. Parris's naming his Text, Zohx 
6, 72. One of them ts a Dewil, the ſaid Good. C. went immediate- 
ly out of the Meeting-Houſe, and flung the Door after her vio- 
lently, to the amazemcut of the Congregation . She was aftcr- 
ward ſeen by ſome in their Fits, who ſaid, O Goodw, C, 7 did 
not think to ſee you here | (and being at their Red bread and drink) 
ſaid to her, Is thzs a time to receive the Sacrament, you ran- away 01 
the Lord's Day, and ſcorned to receive it in the Meeting- Houſe, and, Is 
thrs a time to receive it ? I wonder at you! This 1s the ſum of what 
I cither ſaw my ſelf, or did receive Information from per- 
{ons of undoubtcd Reputation and Credit, 

Remarks of things more than ordinary about the Affiicted Perſons. 

I, They are itftheir Fits tewpred to be FYitches, are ſhewed 
the Liſt of the Names of others, and are tortured, becauſe they 
w1ll not yeild ro Subſcribe, or meddle with, or touch the 
BOOK, andare promiſed to haye preſent Relief if they would 


do it, 
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g The Eramination of the 

2. They did inrhe Aﬀembly mutually C ure each other, even 
with i Touch of their Hand, when'Scrangled,” and , otherwiſc 
Tortured ; and would endeavour to get to their AMifted, to re- 
lieve them, ET "HF Ve's 
3. Theydidalfo foretel when anothers Fit was a-coming,and 
would ſay, Look to her! the will have. a Fic preſently, which fell 
out accordingly,as many can bear wirneſ(s,that hear.l and ſaw it, 

That at the ſame time, when the Accuſed Perſon was pre- 
ſent, the Aid Perſors ſaw her Likenels in other places of the 
Meeting-Houſe, ſuckling her Familiar, ſometimes 1n oaec placc 
and poſture, and ſomerimes in another. 

5, That their Motions in their Firs are Preternatural, both as 
to rhe manner, which is fo ſtrange as a well p2r on could nar - 
Screw their Body into; & astothe violence allo iris preterna- 
tural being much beyond the Ordinary force of the ſame per- 
ſon when they are in their rizht mind. 

6. 'The eyes of ſome of them in cheir fits are excee.ling faſt 
cloſed, and if you ask a queſtion they can give no antwer. and 
| do helieve they cannot heax at that rime, yet do they plainely 
converſe with the Appcarances, as if rhey did dilcourſe with 
rcal perſons. 

7 They are utterly prefed againſt any perſons Praying with 
them, and told by the appearances, they ſhall not go to Prayer, 
fo Tho, Putmans wite was told, 1 ſhou'd not Pray , bur the (aid, 7 
ſhould : and after I had done, reEafpned with the Appearance, Did 
not 1 ſay be ſhould go to Prayer. | | 

he forementioned Mary Y/, being a lictle better ar caſe, 
the Aﬀicted perſons ſaid, ſhe had ſagned the Book, and that was 
thc reaſon ſhe was better. Told me by Edward Putman. , 

Remarks concerning the Accuſed, | 

x For introduftion tg the diſcovery of thoſe that aMifed 
Them It is reported- Mer. Parris's Indian Man, and Woman, 
made a Cake of Rye Meal, and the- Childrens water, baked it 
inthe Athes, and gave it toa Dog, fſtace which they have diſ- 
cavsred, and ſeen particular wat. .h hurting of them, - 

2. ln Time of Examination, 'they ſeemed little affeted, 
though all the SpeQators were much grieved to ſee it, . 

. 3 Natural Aﬀtions in them vxproriibabecrin ations in 
the AMicted, 6 that they are their own Image without any Pop- 
gits of Wax or otherwiſe. 
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New-England TWitches. 9 
| 4. That they are accuſed to have a Company about 23 or 24 
and they did Muſter in Armes, as it ſeemed to the Aﬀitted Per- 
10ns, 

5. Since they were confined, the Perſons have not been ſo 
much AfMitted with their appearing to them, Biteing or Pinch- 
ing of them &c. 

6. They are reported by the AﬀMiced Perſons to keep dayes 
of Faſt and dayes of Thanksptving, and Sacraments ; Satan cn- 
deavours to Transforme himſelf to an Angel of Light, and to 
mae his Kinzdom and Adminiſtrations to reſemble thote of 
our Lord Jcſus Chriſt. 

7. Satan Rages Principally amongſt the Viſtble Subjects of 
Ciriſt's Kingdom and makes uſe (at leaſt in appearance) ot 
ſome of them to AMidt others , that Chriſt's Kingdom may be dt- 
21ded againſt it ſelf, and fo be weakened, 

8. Several things uſed in England at Tryal of Wuitches, to the 
Number of 14or 15 which are wont to pals inſtead of, or in 
Concurrence with /Vitneſſes, at leaſt 6 or 7 of them are tound in 
theſe accuſed ſee Keebles Statutes. 

9. Some of the moſt ſolid Aficted Perſons do affirme the 
ſame things concerning ſeeing the accuſed out of their Firts as 
well as in them. 

Io. The Witches had a Faſt, and told one of the Aﬀfitted 
Girles, ſhe muſt not Eat, becauſe it was Faſt Day, ſhe ſaid, ſhe 
would : they told her they would Choake her then ; which when 
ſhe did car, was endeayoured. 


——} 
Dl 
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A Further Account of the. Ttyals of the New-England Witches, 


ſent in a Letter from thence, to a Gentleman in London, 


pF were ins .alem,Fune10. 1592,about 40 perſons that were attlited with horrible 
corments by EvilSpiyits,and the afflited have accuſed 60 or 7c asWirches,for that 
they have Spe&ral appearances of them,tho thePerſons are abſent when they are tor- 
mented, When theſe Wirches were Tryed, ſeveral of them confeſſed a contract with 
the Devil, by ſigning his Book, and did expreſs much ſorrow for the ſame, detare- 
ing alſo thir Confederate Witches, and ſaid the Temprers. of them defired 'em to 
ſen the Devils B9yb, who rormented them, till they did ic. There were at the 
time of Examination, before many hundreds of Witneſſes. ſtrange- Pranks play'd ; 
luch as the takingPins our of che Clothes of the afflited,and thrufting chem inro thew 
fleſh, many of which were takenourt again by the Fudges own hands, Thorns alſo in 
like.kind were thruſt inco their fleſh; the accuſers were ſometimes firnch dumb, deaf, 
bling,.. and ſometimes lay as if they. were dead for a while, and ail foreiecuand decia-- 
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_ eonfeſs'd rhemſclves td be Wirches ; bur upon 


1) The Examination of the, 8c. 


4.4 iſt before *rwas done, Of the afflied there were tw) Girls, 
Une — 4 wo ſaw all that was done, and were therefore called 
the Viſmmary Girls ; they would {av,, Now he, or ſhe, or they, are going to bite, or pinch 
rhe Indian ; ard a!l there preſent in Court ſaw the viſible marks on the Inazansarms; 
they would alſo cry out, Now'frob, lHok, they are going to bind ſuch an ones Legs , 
and all pceſear ſaw: the ſame perſon ſpoken of, fall with her Legs ewiſted in an 
cxtriordinary manner; Now ſay they, we {hall all fall, and immediately 72 or 3 
of the 2fflited fell down, with terrible (hrieks and Owt-crys : at the time when 
one of the Witches was ſentenc'd, and pintzm's with a Cord, ar the ſame time wasthe 
arficted [nd/an Servant goinghome,(being a5our 2 Or 3 miles out of rown, Jand had 
both his Wriſts at the ſame inſtant bout d about with a like Cord, 1n che (ame 
manner 25 ſhe was when the was ſenrenc'd, but with that violence, that the 
Cord entred into his fleth, not to be unried, nor hardly car ——<Many Mur- 
d:rs are ſuppos'd ro be in this way committed ; for theſe Girls, and others of 
the afflicted, ſay, they ſee Coffins, and badies' in Shrow4s, rifing ap, and looking 
o1 the accuicd, crying, Venzeance, Vengeance on the Marderers —— Many orher 
{trange things were tranſaed before the Court mm the rime of their Examina- 
tion ; and eſpecially one thing which I. had like to have forgor, which is this, 
One of the accus'\, whilſt the reſt were under Examinaijon, was drawn up by a 
Rope to the Roof of the houſe where he was, and would have been choak'd in 
a!l probability, had not the Rope been preſently cur ; the Rope hung ar the Rook 
by ſome invi(ibletye. for there was no hole where 1r went up ; bur after 1t was cut 
the remainder of it was found in the Chamber juſt above, lying by the very 
piace where it hung down. : 

In December 1692, the Court (xe again at Salem in New- England, and cleared 
ayout 40 perions EOoRed for Wirches, and Condemned three. The Evidence 
apainſt rheſe three was the ſame as formerly, ſo the Warrant for their Execution 
was (ent, and the Graves diggedfor the aid three, and for about five more that 
had been Condemned at Salcmm formerly, buc were Repreived by the Governour, 

In the beginning of February 1593. the Court ſate at Charles-Town, where the 


| Judge expreſt himſelf ro this effeR, 


' That who it was that obflruFed the Exccutiom of Fuftice, or hindred thoſe good. pro- 
ceedings they had made, he knew not, but thereby the Kingdom of Satan was advanc'a,%c 
and the Lord have mercy on this Country; and ſo declined coming any more into 
Court, In his abſence Mr. D fare as Chief Judge 3 ſeveral days, in which 
rime 5 ors wereclear'd by Proclamation, and almoſt as many by Trial ; fo that all 
are acquitted, 

The moſt remarkable was an Old Woman named Dazton, of whom it was ſaid, 
If any in the World were a Witch, ſhe was one, and had been ſh accounted 3o years. 
A had the Curiofityto ſee her tried ; ſhe was a decrepid Woman of about 80 years 
of age, and didnor uſe many words in her own defence; She was accuſed by abo::t 
39 Wirnefſes; but the marrer alledged againſt her was ſuch as needed little apolo- 
gy, 01 her parc nor one paſſianare word, or immoral ation, or evil, was then ob- 
jected againſt her for 20 years paſt, only ſtrange accidents falling out, after ſome 
Chriſtian admonition given by her, as ſaying, God wovld no proſper them, if they 
wrong's the Widow, Upon the whole, there was not ptov'd againſt ber anv thing 
worthy ot Reproof, or juſt admonition, much leſs ſo hetous a Charge. * 
So that by the Goodneſsof God we are once more out of preſent 
Hobgoblin Monfier ; the ſtanding Evidence uſed at Salem were called. butdid not ap- 


pear. | 
There were others alſo at Charles-town —__—_—_ rp botaghumaty 
eonfe . tryals deny'd it, and were all 
clear'd; So that ? 
3 So x preſent there 5 no her proſecution of any, Caſcs 
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/ ||WITCHCRAFTS, 
| ' Tnfallible Proofs of Guilt in ſuch as are 


Accuſed with that CRIME. | 
All Conſidered according to the Scriptures, Hiſtory, 


Experience, and the Judgment of many Learned | } 


M EN. 
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' By Increaſe Mather, Preſident of Harvard Colledge at Cam- 
| bridge,and Teacher of a Church at Boffon in New England | 


by bibs deed 


EY P R O V. xxil. xxi- 


= | | Th:t thou mighte#t Anſwer the Words of Truth, to them: 
F | | that ſend unto thee. | 


Ef c14:1t Demones, ut qua non (:m?, fic ramen, quaji [int, conjÞiciends homini- 
bus exhibeant. LaFanthns Liv.z. Inſtit. Cap.15. Diabolus Conjulitur, cum 1; 
mediis utimur aliquid Cognoſccndi, que a Diabolo junt introducia. Ames 
Caſ-Coi]. Lo 4+ Cap. ZJ. 


Printed at Boſton, and Re-printed at Londen, for John | | 
Ounton, at the Raven in the Poyltrey. 1693. 
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Chriftian READER. 


C2 Odiows and Abommable « the Name of a Witch, to the Civilized, 

7 much more the Religious part of Mankind, that it « apt to grow up 

'  tnto a Scandal for any, ſo much as to enter ſome ſober cautions ageinſt the 

over baſty ſuſpetting ,or too pretipitant Fudging of 'Perſons ow thu account. 

But certamly, the more execrable the Crime w, thi more critical care @ to 

be uſed in the expoſing of the Names, Liberties, and m— Men (eſpe- 

cially of a Godly Converſation) to the imputation of it. awful band 

of God now upon us, in letting looſe of evil Angels among us to perpretate 

ſuch horrid Miſchiefs , and ſuffering of Hell's Inſtruments to do ſuch fear- 

ful things as have been ſcarce beard of ; bath put ſerious perſons into deep 
Maſings, and upon curious Enquiries what # to be done for the detecting 

and defeating of this tremendoms deſign of the grand Adverſary : And, 

tho' all that fear God are agreed, "That no evil is to be done, that good 

may come of it ; yet bath the Devil obtained not a little of hu deſign, 

in the diviſions of Reuben, about the application of thus Rule, 

That there are Devils and Witches, the Scripture aſſerts, and experience 
confirms, That rhe) are common enemies of Mankind, and ſet upon mif- 
chief , x not to be doubted : That the Devil can(by Divine Permiſſion) and 
often doth wvex men in Body and Eſtate, without the Inſtrumentality of 
Wit ches, us undeniable : That he often bath, and delights to bawe the con,- 
currence of Witches, and their conſent in harming men, « conſonant to bus 
natryve Malice to Man, and too lamentably exemplified: That Witches, 
when detected and convinced, onght to be exterminated and cut off, we 
have God's warrant for, Ex0d. 22. 18. Only the ſame God who bath ſaid, 
thou ſhale not ſuffer a Witch to live ; hath allo /aid, at the Mouth 
of two Witneſſes, or three Witneſſes ſhall he that is worthy of Death, 
be put to Death : But at the Mouth of one Witneſs, he ſhall noc be 
put to Death, Deut. 17. 6. Much debate xs made about what 1s ſuffi- 
cient Convittion, and ſome have (in their Zeal) ſuppoſed that a leſs clear 
evidence ought to paſs in this than in other Caſes ſuppoſing that elſe it will 
be bard(zf p:/ ie) to bring ſuch to condign Puniſhment ,by reaſon of the cloſe 
conveyances that there are betwcen the Devil and Witches; but thu « a 

. very dangeroms end unjuſt ifrable tenet. Men ſerve God in doing their Duty, 
be never mtended that all per/ons guilty of Capital Crimes ſhould be diſco- 
wvered and puniſhed by men m the Life, though they be never ſo curicis in 

> ſearching after Iniquity. It is therefore exceeding neceſſary that m ſuch a day 
0M as thu, men be informed what w Exwidence and what # not. It concerns 
wen i point of Charity ; for thy the moft ſhining Profeſſor may be ſecretly 
a mot abominable Stmmer, yet till he be detetted, our Charity is bound to 
Fudge according t0 what appears: and notwithſtanding that a clear evi- 


dence muſt detcrmine a caſe 5 yet preſumptions muſt be weigbed againſt pre- 
a 2 ſumptiens, 
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73 G&/KE'A DER. 
/ umptions,and Charity x5 110t to be forgone as long as it has the mo(? paw 
derating-on its ſide. And it ws of no leſs neceſſuy in point of Fuſtice ; there ave 
not only Teſtimonies required by God, which are tobe credited according tg 


tbe. Rules given 3n bagWord referring t9-witneſſes: But there 5 oo an E- 
os 17.4 fuppoſed to be.inthe Teſtimony, which 14 broug bly to be.werg hed , 
and if it.do not in allibly prope the Crime againſt the perſon accufed,it ought 
not to determing him guilty of it 3 for ſo @ righteous Man may be Cond:m- 
ned unjuſtly. Inthe caſe of Witchcrafts we know that the Devil # the 
immediate Agent in the Miſchief done, the conſent or compatt of the IWitc) 
7s the thing to be Demonſtrated: . : 559} 
Among many Arguments to evince ths, that which # moſt under pre- 
lent debate, u that which refers to ſomething wulgarly called Spectre E- 
vidence, and a certain ſort of Ordeal or trial by the ſight and touch. The 
principal Plea to juſt ifie the convittive Evidence in theſe, uw fetcht from the 
Conſtderation of the Wiſdom and Rig hreoujneſs of God in Governing the 
World, which they ſuppoſe would fail, if ſuch things were permitted to befal 
an innocent perſon : but it ts certain, that too rejolute concluſions drawn from 
bence,are bold uſurpations upon ſpotleſs Sovereignty: and tho' ſome things if 
ſuffered to be common,would ſubvert thu Government ,and dicband.yea rum: 
Humane Society; yet God doth ſometimes ſuffer ſuch things to evene, that 
we may thereby know how much we are bebolden to him, for that reſtraint 
which be lays upon the Infernal Spirits, who would elſe reduce a World into 
a Chaos. That the Reſolutions of ſuch Caſes as theſe is proper for the Serwants 
of Chriſt in the Miniſtry cannot be denied; the ſeaſonableneſs of doing it 
now, will be juſtified by the Conſideration of the neceſſity there is at this 
time of a right Informatiom of mens TFudgments about theſe things, and 
the danger of their being miſinjormed. 
The Reverend, Learned, and Fudicions Author of the enſuing Caſes, is 
r00 well-known to need our Commendation: All that we are concerned in, 
is to allert our hearty Conſent co, and Concyrrence with the (ub 
[tance of what is containe 1 in thz following Diſcourſe: And, with 
our bearty Requeſt to God, that be would d:{cover the depths of this Helliſ) 
Deſign ; direct im the whole management of this Afﬀ air ; prevent the ta- 
king any wrong ſteps in this dark way. and that be would in particular 
Bleſs theſe fairbf.ul Endeavours of bis Servant to that 


: . gt: br 5 end, ez Commend 
it and yeu io his Divine Benediction. .— 


. William Hubbard. Samuel Whiting Sex. 


ub Samuel Angier. 

Simuel Phillips. Samuel Willard. ohn Wiſe. 

rw, ogg own Baily. wk Capen. 
ines All-g, 42eZ Fox. . 

Michie Wiggle(worth, Joſeph Gerrifh. PRE For 
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CASES of CONSCIENCE 


CONCERNING 


Witchcratts. 


H E Firſt Caſe that Iam deſired to expreſs my Judgment 
in, is this, Whether it i not Poſſible for the Devil to impoſe 
on the imaginations of Perſons Bewitched, and to cauſe them 
to Believe that an Innocent , yea that a Pious perſon does tor- 
ment them, when th: Devil himſelf doth it 5 or whether Satan may not 
appear m the Shape of an Innocent and Piows, as well as of a Ne- 
eons; Wicked Perſon, to AſflicF ſuch as ſuffer by Diabolical Moleſt ati- 
ons : 
| The Anſwer to the Queſtion muſt be Affirmative ; Let the 

following Arguments be vuely weighed in the Ballance of the 
| Sanctuary. | 

Argu. 1. There are ſeveral Scriptures from which we may infer 
the Poſſibility of what is Aﬀirmed. 

1. We find chat the Dewil by the Inſtigation of the Witch at Endor 
appeared in the Likeneſs of the Prophet Samuel, Tam not ignorant that 
ſome have aſlerted that, which, if ic were proved, would evert ( x) R. $- 
this Argument, wiz. that it was the true and not a deluſive Samu- 722% R E- 
« whica the Witch brought to converſe wich Saul. Of this Opi- as. Lyranus, 
nion are ſom? gf the Jewilh Rabbies (2) and ſoms Chriſtian Do- yu” Bu 
ors (b) and many late Popiſh Authors (c) among whom Cor- ambroſe, 
nel. a Lapide is molt elab)farz. But that it was a Demon repreſen- (1 yoga. 
ting Samuel has been evinced by learned and Orthodox Writers : 2:»(c Tho- 
elpecially (e) Peter Martyr, (f) Balduinus (f) Lavater, and our in- ,;,” man 
comparable Fobn Rainolde. I ſhall not here inlilt on the clearing of « / 1 + (+) 
that , eſpecially conlidering , that elſewhere I have done it : on- Ch IE 
ly let me add, that the Witch laid co Saul, 1 fee Elobim, i. e. A 23.0%) inLo- 
God; (tor the whols Context ſhows, that a ſingle Perſon is inten- ns gh 


ded) Aſcending out of the Earth. 1 Sam. 28. 13+ "The Devil would Fas $55: (+) 
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Caſes of Conſcience 

as a God, and Saul now , that he was become a 
Necr.mancer, muſt bow himſelf to him. Moreover, had it been 
the true Samuel from Heaven reprehending Sax, there is great Rea- 
ſon to believe, that he would not only have reproved him tor his 
ſin, innotexecaing Judgment on the Amaletzites ; as in Ver. 18. 


But for his. Wickedneſs in conſulring with Familiar Sprrits : ' For 


* De Prefti- 
gi Demo- 
num, Lib, 1, 


Cap. 16. 


3.Þt C. D. 
$48" 4 


which Sin it was in ſpecial that he died, 2 Chron. 10.13. But in 
as much as there is not one word to teſtify againit that Abomina- 
on, we may conclude that it was ngt real Samuel thac appearel 
to Saul: andjf it were the Devil i his lik-nefs, hhe "Argument 
ſeems very, ftrang, that it the Devil may appear in che form of a 
Saint in Gtory, much more is it poflihle tor him to put on the 
likeneſs of the moſt Pious and Innocent Saint on. Earch. There arc, 
who acknowledge that a Demon may appear in the ſhape ot a 
Godly Perſon, But not as doing Evil. Whereas the Devil in Samu- 
es likeneſs cold a pernicious Lye, when he ſaid, Thou baft diſquic- 
red me. It was not in the Power of Saul, nor of all the Devils in 
Hell, to diſquiet a Soul in Heaven, where Samuel had been for 
Two years before this Apparition. Nor did the Spe&re ſpeak true, 
when he ſaid, Thou and > Sons ſhall be with me: Tho Saul him- 
ſelf at his Death went to be with the Devil, his Son Fonathar, did 
not ſo. Beſides, (which ſuits with the matter. in hand) the Devil 
in Samuels ſhape confirmed Necromancy and. Curſed Witchery. He 
that can in the likeneſs of Saints encourage Witches to Familiari- 
ty with Hell, may poſlibly in the likeneſs of a Saint afflit a Pe- 
witched Perſon. Bur this we lee from Scripture, Satan may be 
permitted to do. | 

And whereas it is obje&ed, that the Devil may appear indeed 
in the form of Dead Perſons, but that he cannot repreſent ſuch as 
are living ; The contrary is manifeſt. No Queſtion had Saul ſaid to 
the Witch, bring me David who was then living, ſhe could as 
ealily have ſhown living David as dead Samuel, as eaſily as that 
great Conyurer, of whom * Mieras ſpeaks, brought the appearance 
of He&or and Achilles, and after that of David betore the Em perour 
Maximilian. | 

And that evil Angels have ſometimes appeared in the likeneſs of 
living abſent perſons, is a thing abundantly confirmed by Hittory. 

T Auſtin tells us of one that went for reſolution in ſome intri- 
cate Queſtions to a Philoſopher, of whom he could get no An- 
{w:r; but in the Night the Philoſopher comes to him, and re- 


ſolves all his Doubts. Not long after, ke demanded the reafon 
why 


concerning Witchcrafts: 


why he could not anſwer him in the Day as well as inthe Night 
The Philoſopher profeſſed he was not with him in the Night, oniy 
acknowledged that he dreamed of his having ſuch converſaion 
of his Friend, but he was all the time at home, and aſleep. Pau- 
lus and Palladius did both of them profcls to 4uſtm, that one in his 
ſhape, had divers times, and in divers places appeared to them t : 


which happened in his time, and which he had the ce:tain know- 
ledge of. A Man that is in one place cannot (Awtopr:Jopos) at the 
ſame time bein another. It remains then that ſuch Spe&tres are Pro- 
digious and Supernatural, and not without Diabolical Operation. 
It has been Controverted among Learned Men, whether innocenc 
Perſons may not by the malice and deluding Power of the Devil 
be repreſented as preſent among(t Witches at cheir dark Al- 
ſemblies. The mentioned Thyrew ſays, that the Devil may, 
and often does repreſent the forms of Innocent Perſons out of 
thoſe Conventions, and that there is no Queſtion to be made of 
it, but as to his natural Power and Art he is able to make their 
ſhapes appear amongſt his own Servants, but he ſuppoſeth the Pro- 
vidence of God will not ſuffer ſuch an Injury to be done to an In- 


3 


+ De Appar. 


Sprrimnum 


Thyrew mentions ſeveral Apparitions of abſent living perſons , Lib.2. Cap.7. 


4 


nocent Perſon. With him (5) Detrio, and Spineus concur. But a) Ma. 


' Cumanus in his Lucerna Inquifitorum (a Book which I have not yet #4». 
ſeen) defends the Afﬀirmative in this Queſtion. Bins Fieldius in © * © 


his Treatiſe, concerning the Confeſſion of Witches, inclines to 


the Negative, only (c) he acknowledges Dei extraordinaria Per- (c) Ne cen- 


| | ſole Far. 
miſſione poſſe Innocentes ſic repreſentari. And he that ſhall aſſert, that 4. 


Great and Holy God never did nor ever will permit the Devil thus 
far to abuſe an Innocent Perſon, affirms more than he is able to 
prove. The ſtory of Germans his diſcovering aDiabolical illuſion of 
this nature, concerning a great number of Perſons that ſeemed to be 
at a Feaſt when they were really at home and aſleep, is mentioned 
by many Authors. But the particulars -irfiſted on, do ſufficiently 
evince the Truth of what we aflere, wiz. That the Devil may by 
Divine Permiſſion appear in the ſhape of Innocent and Pious Per- 
ſons. Nevertheleſs, It is evident from ' another Scripture, wiz. 
that in 2 Cor. 11. 14. For Satan himſelf is transformed into an Angel of 
Light. He ſeems to be what he is not, and makes others ſeem to be 
what they they are not. He repreſents evil men as good, and 
good men as evil. The Angels of Heaven ( who are the Angels 
of Light) love Truth and Righteouſneſs, the Devil will ſeem to 
doſoto; and does therefore ſometimes lay before men cxcellent 


good... 


- —_ - * 
- mY S. 
Or I RIS 


7 noe 


= 
ry _ 


3 


= h o 4 
*% - © rt art. ot 3 
+ - o . o 


4  - Cales'6f Cohfelente® 


good Principles and' exhort them (as he did Theo#ore Maillir) tg 
practiſe many - things, which by the Law of Righteouſneſs they 
are obliged unto, and hereby he dos more effefually deceive. I; 
it not ſtrange, thar he has ſometimes intimaced & his mA devo- 
ted ſeryan's, that if they would have familiar Converſation with 
him, they muſt be careful to keep chem'elves from enormous Sins, 
—_ _ and pray conſtantly for Divine Proteftion 2 Bur (o has he tran!- 
Ge allo £+- formed himſelf into an Angel of Light, as {(a): Borſſardus ſheweth, 
$59 1. ,, He has frequently appeared to Men —-— - bea good Angel, 
Cap. 18. fo to Anatolins of old ; and the late inſtances of (b) DS. Dee and 
faxben of Kellet are famouſly known. How many deliied Enrbuſioſts both 
Spirits in former and latter times have bzen impoſe] on by Satans ay- 
pearing viſibly to them, pretending to be a good, Angel. And 
moreover, he may be ſaid to transform himſelt into an -Ange/ of 
Light, becaule of his appearing in the Foftn of -Holy' Mem, who 
are the Children of Light, yea in the ſhape and -habit of Eminent 
Miniſters of God. So did he apyear to Mr. Earl of Colcheſter in 
the likeneſs of Mr. Lidda! an Holy Man of God, and to the Tur- 
&iſh Chaous Baptized at Londow, Anno 1658. pretending to be Mr. 
Dury an Excellent Miniſter of Chriſt. - And how ofcen has he 
pretended to be the Apoſtle Pau! or Peter or ſome other celebra- 
red Saint? Eccleſirſtical Hiſtories ' abound with Inflatices of is 


(©) Selpitiy Nature. Yea, ſometimes he has transfipured himfelf-into the 


| (b) Dr. Ca- 


ſeverw m vis Form of Chrift. Ir is reported tharthe appeared to (ec) St. Martm 


ta martini, 


(4) 6z:ccim Gloriouſly arrayed, as if he had been Chrift, So likewiſe to (4) 

eee ve Secundellus, and to another Saint, who ſuſpeRing it was. Satan, 
transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light had this expreſſion, // 
I may ſee Chriſt in Heaven it 1s enough, 1 deſire not to ſee him in th1; 
World; whereupon the Spe&re vaniſhed. It has been related of 
Luther, that after he had bzen Faſting and Praying in his Study, 
the Devil come pretending to be Chriſt, but Luther ſaying, awzy 
thou confounded Devil, I acknowledge. 9 Chriſt but what is in my 
Bible, nothing more was feet.. Thus ten the Devil is able (by 
Divine Permithon) to Change himſclt into whiat-form or tigure 
he pleaſeih, 


Omnia transformat ſeſe in miracula rerum. 


A Third Scripture to our purpoſe is that, in Rev. 12: 10. where 
the Devil is called the Accu/er of the Brethren, Such is the malice 
and impudence of the Devil, as thac he does accuſe good Men, 

| | and 


> 
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' Concerning Witchcrafts. 


= and that before God, and that not only of ſuch Faults as they 
Fx really are guiity of, he accuſed Foſhua with his filehy Garments, 
when through his Indulgence ſome of his Family had tranſgrefted 
by. unlawful Mar: 1ages, Zach. 3. 2,3, with Ezra 10. 18, buc alſo with 
23 ſuch Crimes, asthey are altogether tree trom. Herepiclented che 
Z” Primitive Chriſtizns as the vileſt of men, and as if at their Meet- 
= ings they did coinmit the molt netandous Villanies that ever wete 
known ; and that not only Innocent, but Eminently Pjous Perſons 
ſhould chro' the Malice of the Devil be accuſed with the Crime of 
Witchcrafr,is no new thing. Such an Aﬀiction did the Lord (ce 
meet to exerciſe the great Athaneſirs with (z) only the Divine Pro- 
vidence did wondertully vindicate him from that as well as from 
\ ſome. other foul Aſperſions. The Waldenſes (altho' the Scriptures 

... call them Saints, Rev. 13. 7.) have been traduccd by Satan and by 
=» the World as horrible Witches; fo have others in other places,only 
becaule they have done extraordinary things by their Prayers: Ir 

' is by many Authors related, that a City in France was moleſted 
' with a Diabolical SpeFre, which the People were wont to call 

" Hugon; near thatplace anumber of Proteſtants were wont to meet 
- toſerve God, whence the Profeſſors of the true reformed Religi- 

- on were nic-named Hupgonots, by the Papiſts, who deſigned to 
= render them beforecthe World, as the Servants and Worſhippers of 
> that Demon, that went under the name of Hugor. And how of- 
', ten have I read in Books written by Jeſuits, thac Luther was a Wi- 

> zarcd, and thar he did himſelf confeſs that he had familiarity with 
br Satan! Moſt impudene Untruths ! nor are theſe things to be won- 
>. deredat, fince the Holy Son of God himſelf was reputed a Mayi- 
c:an, and one thar had Familiarity with the greateſt of Devils. The 
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$ Blaſpheming Phariſees laid, he caſts out rhe Devils thro the Prince of 


Devils, Matth. 9. 34- There is then not the beſt Saint on Earth 
(Man or Woman) that can aſſure themſelves that the Devil ſhall 
not caſt ſuch an Imputation upon them. It « enough for the Diſciple 
that be be as his Maſter, and the Servant as his Lord: If they bave 
called the Maſter of the Houſe Reelz,ebub, how much more them of his 
Houſbold, Macth.'i0. 25. It is not for men to determine how far 
the holy God may permit the wicked one to proceed in his Accu- 
ſations. The ſacred ſtory of Fob giveth us to underſtand, that the 
Lord whoſe ways art palt finding out, does for wiis and holy Ends 
ſuffer Satan by immediate Operation,(and conſequently by Witch- 
craft) greatly to aftlic innocent Perſons, as in their Bodies and E- 
ſtates, fo in their Repucations. I ſhall mention but one Scripture 
more 


__ Caſes of Conſcience - 
more to confirm the Truthin hand: Iris that in Fecleſ. 9. 2, 3. 
where it is ſaid, AU things come alike to all, there is one event- to the 
Rigbteons and to the Wicked as is the Good, ſo is the Sinner, this is 
an evil among (+ all things under the Sun,that there is one Event bappeneth 
to all, And in Recleſ 7. 15. 'tis laid, There is @ juſt man thatperifh- 
eth in bis Rig htcouſneſs. 

From hence we infer, that there is nooutward Affition what- 
ſoever but may betal a good Man; now to be repreſented by Satan 
as a Tormentor of Bewitched or Poſleſed Perſons, is a fore Aﬀli- 
Aion to a good Man. To be tormented by Satan is a fore Afﬀi- 
&ion, yet nothing but what befel Fob, and a Daughter of Abra- 
ham, whom we read of in the Goſpel : To be repreſented by >a- 
tan as tormenting others, is an Afﬀfiiction like the former; the 
Lord may bring ſuch extraordinary Temptations on his own Chil- 
dren, to afflit and humble them, for ſome Sin they have been 
guilty of before him.A moſt wicked Perſon in St. ves, got a Kniie, 
and went with it to a Miniſters Houſe, deſigning to ſtab him, buc 
was diſappointed ; afterwards Condllencd being awakened, the 
Devil appears to this Perſon in the Shape of that Miniſter, with a 
Enite in his hand exhorting to Self-murder : Was not here a Pu- 
niſhment ſuitable to the Sin whichthat Perſon had been guilty of ? 
Perhaps ſome of thoſe whom Satan has repreſented as committing 
Witchcrafts, have been tampering with ſome fooliſh and wicked 
SOrCeries, tho* not to that degree, which is Criminal and Capital 
by the Laws both of God and Men; for this Satan may be per- 
mitted fo to ſcourge them ; or it may be, they have miſrepreſented 
and abuſed others, for which cauſe the Holy God may juſtly give 
Satan leave falſely to repreſent them. | 

Have we not known fome that have bitterly cenſured all that 
have been complained of by bewitched Perſons, ſaying it was 
impoſlible they ſhould not be guilty ; ſoon upon which themſelves 
or lome near Relations of theirs, have been to the laſting Infa- 
my ot their Families, been accuſed after the ſame manner, 
and Perſonated by the Devil ! Such tremendous Rebukes on a few, 


ſhould make all men to be careful how they j = th 
Condemning the Innocent. y joyn with Satan 1 


Arg. 2. Becauſe it s poſſuble for the Devil in ' the Shape of an inn0- 
cent Perſon to do other miſchiefs. As for thoſe who acknowledge thzt 
Satan may. perſonate a pious Perſon, but not to do miſchief, their 
Opinion has been confuted by more than a few unhappy Inſtances. 


Mr. Clark 


FO Ee" O—_ 


Concerning Witchcraft. 


Nr. Clark (u) (peaks of a Man that had bezn an Atheiſt, or a Sad- 
duce, not b2lieving that there a:eany Devils or any (to us) inviſi- 
ble World ; this Man was converted, but as a Puniſhment of his 
Infidelity, evil Angels Gid often appear to him in the Shape of his 
moſt .intimate Friends, and would ſometimes ſeduce him into 
great Inconveniences. It has been elſewhere, and but now noted, 
that a Demon in the ſhape of excellent Mr. Dury appeared to the 
Turkiſh Chaos, Anno. 1658. to diſlwade him from proſecuting his 
deſires of Baptiſm into the Name of Chriſt : Alſo ro Mr. Earle in 
the likeneſs of his Friends, to diſcourage him from doing things 
lawful and good. A multitude of Fews were once deluded by a 
Perſon pretending to be Moſes from Heaven, and that if they 
would follow him they ſhould paſs ſafe through the Sea (as did 
_ their Fathers of old through the Red-Sea) whereby great numbers 
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of them were deceived and periſhed in the Waters. (w) Learn- (=) Scerat.” 
ed and judicious Men have concluded that this Moſes Creen/is was an $i 


a Demon, transforming himſelf into Moſes : And that the Devil 


has frequently appeared (x) in the ſhape of famous Pzrſons to («) Lee 
the end that he might ſeduce Men into Idolatry, a Sin equal to {5295s 4 


- 


Haga, &c. 


that of Witchcraft) no Man that has made it his Concern to en- L.z: Cap.27. 


quire into things of . this nature can he ignorant. Many Ex- 
amples of this kind are colleted by Mr. Bromball in his Treatiſe of 
Spectres, and the cunning Devil, to ftrengthen Men in their worſhipping 
of Saints departed : And by Mr. Bovet in his Pandemonium. Tt 1s 
credibly reported that che Devil in the likeneſs of a faithful Mini- 
Iter (as St. Ives before mentioned, near Boſton in Linco/nſhire) came 
to one that was in trouble of Mind, telling her the longer ſhe li- 
ved, the worle it would be for her ; and therefore adviſing her to 
Self-murder : An eminent Perſon ſtill living had the account of 
this Matter from Mr. Cotton (the famous Teacher of both Boſton.) 
He was well acquainted with that Miniſter, who related to him 
the whole Story ,with all the Circumſtances of it : For Mr.Cotron was 
ſo affeted with the Report, as to take a Journey on purpoſe to 
the Town whece this happened, that ſo he might obtain a fatil- 
factory account about it, which he did. Some Authors ſay, that 
a Demon appeared in the form of Sylwanas (Hierom's Friend) at- 
tempting a diſhoneſt thing, the Devil thereby deſigning of blaſt 
* the Reputation of )a famous Biſhop. I have in another Book 
mentioned thace c#lebrated Inſtance concerning an honeſt Citizen 
in Zurick (the Metropolis of Helv:tiz) in whole ſhape the Devil ap- 
peared, committing an _— Fa (not fic to be named) 

2 very 
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very early in the Morning, ſeen by the Prefe&t of the City, and 
his Servant 3 they were amazed to behold a Man of good Eſteem 
for his Converſation, perpetrating a thing ſo vile and abominable ; 
but going from the SpeFre in the Field, to the Citizen's Houle in 
the Town, they found him at home, andyin his Bed, nor had 
he been abroad that Morning, which convinced them, that whac 
they ſaw was an Illuſion of the Devil: This Paſſage is mentioned 
as a thing known and certain by Lawater in his Treatiſe of Spe#res, 
(z) who was a moſt learned and judicious Preacher in that City, 
Our Fuel ſaith of him, that he muſt ingeniouſly confeſs, that he 
never underſtood Solomon's Proverbs, until Lavater expounded 
them to him : That Book of his De SpeFrs hath been publithed 
in Letin, High and Low Dutch, French, Jtalian. The learned 
Zanchy (+) ſpeaks highly of it, profefſing *that he had read it 
both with Pleaſure and Profit. Voetius (a) takes notice of that 
paſſage which we have quoted out of Lewater as a thing memo- 
rable. | | 

Some Popiſh Authors argue, That that Devil cannot perſonate 
an innocent Man as doing an ac of Witchcraft, becauſe then he 
might as well repreſent them as committing Theft, Murder, &c. 
And it fo, there would be no living in the World : Buc I turn the 
Argument againſt them, he may (as the mentioned Inftances prove) 
perſonate honeſt Men as doing other Evils; and no- folid Reaſon 
can be given why he may not as well perſonate them under the 
Notion of Witches, as under the Notion of Thieves, Murders, 
and Idolaters: As for the Obje&tion, that then there would be 


no living in the World, we ſhall conſider it under the next Ar- 
gument. 


Arg. 3. If Satan may not repreſent one that s not a Covenant Ser- 
vant of bus, as afflifting thoſe that are bewitched or poſſeſſed, then it 
w ether becauſe be wants Fill, or Power to do tha, or becauſe God will 
never permit bm thus to do. No Man but a Sadduce doubts of the 

Allwill of Devils ; nothing is more pleaſing to the Malice of tho: 
wicked Spiiits than to ſee Innocency wronged : And the Power 
of_ the Enemy is ſuch, as that having once obtained a Divine 
Concethun to uſe his Art, he can do this and much more than 


(#) Tn Mr, this amounts unto: We know by Scripture-Revelation, that the 
Couper's My Soccerers of Egype cauſed many untrue and deluſive (+) Repre- 
ſencacions before Phgracb and his Servants. Exod. 7. 11, 22. & 8. 


—_ '74. 7. And weread of the working of Satan in all Power and Signs 
and 


Concerning Witchcrafts, 
and lying Wonders. 2 Thefſ. 2. 9. His Heart is beyond what the 
wiſelt of Men may pretend unto: He has perfe& $kill in Opticks, 
and can therefore cauſe that to be viſible to one, which is not fo 
to another, and thivgs allo to appear far otherwilz then they are : 
He has likewiſe the Art of Limning in the PerfeRion of it, and 


knows what niay be done by Colours. It is an odd paſſage (b)©) 5 42s 


3#4torum 


which I find in the 4#a Eruditorum, printed at Lipick, that about A. 1690. 
Thirty ewo Years ago an indigent Merchant in France was in-** '"3: 


ſtruted by a Demon, that with Water of Borax he might colour 
Tafficies, fo as to cauſe them to gliſter and look very gay : He 
ſearcherh into the Nature, Cauſes, and Reaſons of things, where- 
by he is able to produce wonderful effects: So that if he does not 
form the Shape of an innocent Perſon as affliing others, it is not 
from want of either will or power. They that affirm, that God ne- 
ver Gid, nor ever will permit him thus to do, alledge that it is in- 
conliltant with the Righteouſneſs and Providence of God, in 
governing Humane Atfairs thus to ſuffer Men to be impoſed on : 


Ic muſt be acknowlevged (c) that the Divine Providence has ta- (c) kn Me, 
3lanvii's 


ken care, that the greateſt part of Mankind ſhall not be left to gopohicg 
unavoilable Deception, fo as to be always abuſed by the miſchie- Contiderati- 


vous Agents of Hell, in the Obje&s of plain Sence : Bur yet it 
1s not tor ſinful and filly Mortals to preſcribe Rules to the moſt 
High in his Gove:nment of the World, or to dire& him how far 
he may permit Satan to uſe his power : I am apt to think that 
there aic ſome amongſt us, who if they had lived in Fob's days, 
and fcen che Devil tormenting of him, and heard him complain- 
ing of being {cared with Dreams, and terrified with Night- viſions, 
they would have joined with his uncharitable Friends in Cenſuring 
him as a moſt guilty Perſon : Bute we ſhould conſider, that the 
moſt high God doth ſometimes deal with Men in a way of ab- 
ſolute Sovereignty, performing the thing which is appointed for 
them, and many (ſuch things are with him : If he does deſtroy 
the perfe& with the wicked, and laugh at the tryal of the innocext, ( Job. 
9. 22, 23.) Who ſhall enter into his Councils! who has given 
him a Charge over the Earth | or who has diſpoſed the whole 
World ! Men are not able to give an account of his ordinary 
Works, much leſs of his ſecret Counſels, and the dark Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence : They do but darken Counſel by Words 
without Knowledge when they undertake it: If we are not able 
to ſee how this or chat can ſtand with the Righteouſneſs of him chat 
governs the World, ſhall we ſay that the Almighty will pervecc 


Judg- 
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Judgment ?- or that he that governs the Earth hatgth Right? Shall 
we condemn him that is moſt juſt ? -Bur whereas 'tis objected, 
where is Providence ? And. how ſhall Men'live on the Eacth, if 
the Devil may be permitted co-uſe ſuch Power 2 I demand, where 
was Providence, when Satan had Power to cauſe Sons of Belial 
to lye and (wear away the Life of - innocent Naboth, laying ſuch 
Crimes to his charge as he was never guilty of? And what an 
Hour of Darkneſs was it 2 How far was the-Power of Hell per- 
mitted to prevail, when Chrift the Son of God was accuſed, con- 
demned, and hanged for 4 Crime that he never was guilty of ? 
That was the ſtrangeſt Providence. that has happened ſince the 
World began, and yet in theIfſue)the moſt glorious : We muſt 
therefore diſtinguiſh between what does ordinarily come to paſs 
by the Providence of God, and things which are extraordinary : 
I is not an uſual thing for a Nabofh to have his Lite taken from 
him by falſe Accnſations, or for an Athenaſizs or a Su/ama to. be 
charged, and perhaps brought before Courts of Judicature tor 
Crimes of which they were altogether innocent. 

But if we therefore conclude, that ſuch a thing as this can ne- 
ver happen in the World, we ſhall offend againſt the Generation 
of the Juſt: Iris not ordinary for Devils to be'permitred co reveal 
the ſecret Sins of Men ; yet this has been done more than once or 
twice: Nor is it ordinary for Damens to ſteal Money out of Mens 
Pockets, and Purſes, -or Wine and Cyder out of their Cellars. 
Yer ſome ſuch Inſtances have there been amongſt our ſ:lves. It 
is not uſual for Providence to permit the Devil to come from Hell 
and to throw Fire on the tops of Houſes, and to caule a whole 


Town to be burnt to Aſhes thereby; there would (ic muſt be con- 


teſſed) be no living in the World, if evil Angels ſhould be permit- 
ted to do thus when they had a mind to it; nevertheleſs, Authors 
worthy of Credit, - tell us, that this has ſometimes happened. (2) 
Both Eraſmus and Cardanus- write that the Town of Scbiltach in 
Germany, was in the Month of April, 1533. ſet on fire by-a-Devil, 
and burnt to the ground in an Hour's ſpace: *Tis alſo reported by 
Sigiberr, . Aventinus and others, that fume Cottages and Barns in 
a Town called Bingus were fired. by a wicked Genius; that ſpite- 
tul Demon (aid it was for the Impietiesof ſuch a Man whom he 
named, that he was ſent to moleit them : The poor Man to ſati(- 
he his Neighbours, who were ready to Stone him, carried an hot 
Iron in his Hand, but receiving no hurt thereby, he was judged 
to be innocent. It is nor ordinary for a Devil upon the dying 
| : Curſe 


concerning Witchcrafts. 
Curſe of a Servant, to have a Commiſſion from Heaven to tear 


and torment a bloody cruel Maſter; yet ſuch a thing may poſlibly 
come to pals. There is a fearful _ to this purpoſe, in the ac- 


count of the Bucuneers of America, (e) wherein my Author re- («)®: 75:76. 


lates chat a Servant, who was Spirited or Kidnapt (as they call it) 
into America, falling into the Hands of a Tyrannical Maſter, he 
ran away from him, bur being taken and brought back, the hard- 
hearted Tyrant laſhed him on his naked Back, until his Body ran 
in an entire ſtream of Blood ; to make the Torment of this mi- 
ferable Creature intolerable, he anointed his Wounds with Juice 
of Lemon mingled with Salt and Pepper, being ground ſinall to- 
gether, with which torture the miſerable Wretch gave up the 
Ghoſt, with theſe dying Words,. I beſeech the Almighty God, Crea- 
for of Heaven and Earth, that he permit a wicked Spirit, to make thee 
feel as many Torments before thy Death, as thou beſt cauſed me to feel 
before mine : Scarce four days were paſt after this horrible Fact, 
when the Almighty Judge gave Permiffion co the Father of 
Wickednels to poſleis the Body of that cruel Maſter, and to make 
him lacerate his own Fleſh until he died, belike ſurrendring his 
Ghoſt into the Hands of che infernal Spirit, who had tormented 
his Body : But of this Tragical Story enough. 

To proceed, Is it not uſual for Perſons after their Death to ap- 
pear unto the Living : But ic does not therefore follow, that the 
great God will not ſuffer this to be : For both in former and lat- 
cer Ages, Examples thereof have not been wanting : No longer 
ſince than the laſt Winter, there was much diſcourſe in London 
concerning a Gentlewoman, unto whom her dead Son (and ano- 
ther whom ſhe knew not) had appeared :: Being then in London, 
1 was willing to ſatisfie my ſelf, by enquiring into' the Truth of 
what was reported ; and on Feby, 23. 1691,-my Brother (who 


'is now a Paſtor to a Congregation in that City) and Idiſcourſed ' 


the Gentlewoman ſpoken of ; ſhe told us, that a Son of hers, 
who had been a very civil young Man, but more airy in his Tem- 
per than was pleaſing to his ſerious Mother, being dead, - ſhe was 
much concerned in her Thoughts about his Condition in theother 
World; but a Fortnight after his Death he appeared to her, fay- 
ing, Mother you are ſolicitous about my Spiritual Welfare ; trouble 
your ſelf no more, for I am happy, and {o vaniſhed ; ſhould there be 
a continual Intercourſe berween the Viſible and Inviſible World, 
it would breed Confuſion. But from thence to infer, chat the 
great Ruler of the Univerſe will never permic any thing of this 
nature 
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nature to be, is an inconſequent Concluſion ; it is not uſual for 
Devils to be permitted to come and violently carry away perſons 
chrough the Air, ſeveral miles from, their Habitations: Neverche- 
leſs, this was done in'Sweedland about ewenty Years ago, by means 
of a curſed Knotof Witches there. . And a learned Phyſician now 
living, giveth an account of ſeveral Children, who by Diabolical 
Frauds were ſtollen from their Parents,and others leftin their room : 
And of two, that in the night-time a Line was by inviſible Hands 
put about their Necks, wich which they had been ſtrangled, buc 
that ſome near. them happily..prevented it. . Germ. Ephem. Anny 
- 1689. pag. FI. 516. 

Let me further add here ; It has very ſeldom been known, that 
Satan has Perlonated innocent Men mo an ill thing, but Provi- 
dence has found out ſome way for their Vindication; either they 
have been able,, ro prove that they . were in another place 
when that Fact was done,. or; the like. So that perhaps there ne- 
ver-was an Inſtance of, any. innoceng Perſon Condemane: in any 
Court of Judicature on Earth, only through Sacans deluding 
and impoſing on the Imaginations of Men, when-neverchelef;, 
_ Witneſſes, Juries, and Judges, were all to be excuſed from 

me. | 
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Arg. 4 1It is certain both from Scriptare and Hiſtory, that Magici- 
ans by their Inchantments and Helliſh Conjurations, may cauſe a falſe Re- 
preſentation of Perſons and Things, An inchanted eye ihall ſee luch 
things as others cannot Giſcern ; it is a thing too well known co 

) be denied, that ſome by rubbing their eyes with a bewitched Wa- 

ter, have immediately thereupon ſeen that which others could nor 
diſcern; and there are Perſons in the World, who have a [trange 
(On: "» | Spettral ſight. Mr. Glanvil (f) ſpeaks of a Dutch-man that could 
Triomph. fce Ghoſts which others could perceive nothing of. There are in 
oi? Spainaſort of men whom they call Zzbars, theſe can (ee into the 
Bowels of the Earth; they are able to diſcover Minerals and 

hidden Treaſures; nevertheleſs, they have their extraordinary 

ſight only on Tueſdays and Fridajs, and not on the other days of 

the Week, Delrio faith, that when he was at Madrid, Amno Dom. - 

1575. he law lome of theſe ſtrange ſighted Creatures. Mr. Geor7e 

' Sunclare, in his Book Entituled, Satans Inviſible World diſcovered, 

(b) p __ (b) has theſe Words, * I am undoubtedly intormed, that men and 
neILa a. women 11 the High-lands can diſcern Fatality approaching others, 
3-v-:2- * by ſcing chem in the Waters or with Winding Sheers abouc 


© them. 


Concerning Witchcrafts. 
T them. And that others can leQture in a Sheeps ſhoulder-bone a 
© Dezth within the'Pariſh ſeven or eight Days before it come. Ie 
© is not improbable but that ſuch Preternatural Knowledge comes 
© firſt by a Compact with the Devil, and is derived downward by 
© Succeſlion to their Poſtericy: Many ſuch I ſuppoſe are Innocent, 
T and have this ſight againſt their Will and Inclination. Thus 
Mr. Smclare, I concur with his ſuppoſal, that ſuch Knowledge is 
originally from Satan, and perhaps the Effect of ſome old Inchant- 
ment. There are ſome at this day in the World, that if they 
come into a Houfe where one of the Family will die within a 
Fortnight, the ſmell of a dead Corpſe offends them to ſuch a de- 
gree, as that they cannot ſtay in that Houſe. Ir is reported that 
near unto the Abby of St. Maurice in Burgundy (i) there is a Filh- (v4. 


d in which are Fiſhes put according to the number of the de Faſcins 


Monks of that place; if any one of them happen to be ſick, there 
is a Fiſh ſeen to Float and Swim above Water half dead, -and if 
the Monk ſhall die, the Fiſh a few days before dieth. In ſome 
parts in Hales Death-lights or Corps Candles (as they call them) 
are ſeen ih the night time going from the Houſe where ſome body 
will ſhortly die, and paſling in to the Church-yard. Of this, my 
Honoured and never to be forgotten Friend Mr. Ricbard Baxter, 
(Z) has given an Account in his Book about Witchcratts lately Pub- (+) p. «3r. 
liſhed : what ro make of fuch things, except they be the etfects 

of ſome old Inchantment, I know not ; nor what Natural Rea- 

ſon to aflign for that whichlI find amongſt the Obſervations of the 

Imperial Academy for the Year 1687, viz. That in an Orchard 

where are-choice Damaſcen Plumbs, the Maſter of che Family be- 

ing ſick of a Quartan Ague, whilſt he continued very ill, four of 

his Plumb-trees inſtead of Damaſcens brought torth a vile ſort of. 

yellow Plumbs: but recovering Health, the next Year the Tree 

did (as formerly) bear Damaſcens again ;but when after that he fell 

into a fatal Droplie, on thoſe Trees were ſeen not Damaſcens, bur 

another ſort of Fruit. The ſame Author (!) gives Inſtances of 71 y.cam. 
which he had the certain knowledge, concerning Apple-trees and Epbemer. 
Pear-trees, that the Fruit of them would on a ſudden wither as if ;z3, " 
they had been baked in' an Oven, when the owners of them were 
mortally ſick.Ie is no leſs ſtrange.that in the IlluſtriousEleQoral(m) (=) Henke- 
Houſe of Brandenburg before the Death of ſome one of the Family (1; 29.56 
Feminine Spe&tres appeared: () and often inthe Houſes of Great (v)Camerar- 
men, Voices and Viſions from the InviſibleWorld have been the Har- Czr4.n 6 
bingers of Death. -When any Heir in the Worſhipful Family of ren writs 


fatc Lib» 16, 
Cc the cap. 93» 


7 — Im 
"Yb te Oo REESE EIS - — Wd A+ 
ons pt VT OPEN OA —_ 


dl a wil. 
- a A PF > 


p. 60g- 


l8 14,and Mr. 
Bur20n's Hiſt, 
of Demons. 


(4) Schot- 


ten Phy fic. 
curios. hb. 1, 
C. 16, 


1 of the 


th: Wartd. 
p. 215. 


14" * 
the Breertons in Cheſbire is near his Death, there are ſeen in a Pool 
adjoyning, Bodies of "Trees ſwimming for certain days together, 
(G)Ikis On which Learned Cambden (s) has this Note, Theſe and ſuch like 
5yi-1»nie, things are done either by the Holy Tutelar Angels of Men, or elſe by the 
Devils, who by Gods Permiſſion mightily therr Power in thu Infe- 
riour World. As for Mr. Sinclare's Notion that ſome Perſons may 
have a ſecond Sight, (as *tis termed) and yet be themſelves Inno- 
cent, I am ſatisfied that he judgeth right ; tor this is common a- 
mongſt the Laplanders, who are horribly addicted to Magical In- 
cantations : They bequeath their Damons to their Children as a 


Caſes of Conſcience 


Legacy, by whom they are often affiſted (like Bewitched Per- 
ſons as they are) to ſee and do things beyond the Power of Na- 


+). See the (UTE An Hiſtorian who deſerves Credit, relates, (p) that 2 cer- 
Hit. of L9- tain Laplander gave him a true and particular Account' of what 


had happened to him in his Journey to Lapland; and further 
complained to him with Tears, -that things at great diitance 
were repreſented to him , and how much he deſired 
to be Delivered from that Diabolical Sight, but could 
not ; this doubtleſs was cauſed by ſome Inchantment. But 
to proceed to what I intend; the Eyes of Perſons by reaſon of 
Inchanting Charms, may not only ſee what others do not, but 
be under \ Jr power -of-Faſcination, as that things'which are nor, 
ſhall appear to them as real: The Apoſtle ſpeaks of Bew:rched 
Eyes, Gal. 3.1. and we know from Scripture, that the Imaginati- 
ons of men have by Inchantments been impoſed upon ; and Hi- 
{tories abound with very ſtrange Inſtances of this Nature : The 
old Witch Circe by an Inchanted Cup cauſed Ulyſſes his Compani- 
ons toimagine themſelves to bs turned into Swine zand how many 
Witches have been themſelves ſo bewitched by the Devil,as really 
to believe that they were transformed into Wolves, or Dogs, or 
Cats.It is reporteCof Simon Magms(q)that by his Sorceries he would 


{ 6)5ee :»-{0 impoſe on the Imaginations of People, as that they thought he 
Wonders of Dad really changed himſelf into another fort of Creature. Opol- 


lonius of Tyans could our-do Simon with his Magick : The great 
Bobemian Conjurer Zyto (r) by his Inchantments, cauſed certain 
Perſons whom he had a mind to try his Art upon, to imagine that 
their Hands were turned into the Feet of an Ox, or into the 
Hoots of a Horſe, ſo that they could not reach to the Diſhes be- 
fore themto take any thing thence; he ſold Wiſps of Straw to a 
Butcher who bought chem for Swine, that many ſach preſtigious 
Pranks were-played ; by,the unhappy Fauftsv, is atteſted by Ca- 
merarins, Wyerw, Voectins, Lavater, and Lonicer. There 


\ 


Concerning Witchcrafts. 


. There jsnewly Publiſhed a Book (mentioned in the A&ta Eru- 


=” 


ditorum) wherein the Author (s) (Witzchard Yalvaſſor) relates, that &) Udi $4. 


a Venetian Jew inſtructed him (only he would not attend his In-** 


ſtruQions) how to make a Magical Glaſs which ſhould repreſent 
any Perſon or thing according as he ſhould defire. If a Magician 
by an Inchanted Glaſs can do this, he may as we!! by che help of 
a Dzmon cauſe falſe 1/eas of Perſons and Tt.ings to be impreſied 
on the Imaginations of bewitched Perſons ; the Blood and Spi- 
rits of a Man, that is bitten with a Mad- Dog, are ſo envenomed, 
as that ſtrange Impretizons are thereby made on bis Imaginati- 
on : let him be brought into a Room where there is a Looking- 
Glaſs, and he will (if put upon ir) nor only ſay but ſwear that he 
ſees a Dog,tho' in tiuth there is no Dog it may be within 2oMiles 
of him ; and is it not then poſlible for the I:ogs of Hell to poy- 
ſon the Imaginations of miſerable Creatures, fo as that they 1hall 
believe and {wear that ſuch Perſons hurt them as never did fo ? 
I have heard of an Inchanted Pin, that has _ the Condem- 
nation and Death of many ſcores of innocent Perſons. There was 
a notorious Wiichfinder in Scotland, that undertook by a Pin, to 
make an infallible Diſcovery of ſuſpe&ted Perſons, whether they 
were Witches or not, if when the Pin was run an Inch or two in- 
tothe Body of the accuſed Paity no Blood appeared, nor any 
ſenſe of Pain, then he declared them to be Witches; by means 
hereof my Author tells me no leſs then 3oo perſons were Condem- 
ned for Witches in that Kingdom. This Bloody Jugler after he had 
done enough in Scotland, came to the Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed; an honeſt Man now living in New-England aſſureth me, 
that he ſaw the Man thruſt a great Braſs Pin two Inches into the 
Body of one, that ſome would in that way try whether there 
was Witchcraftin the Calc or no: the accuſed Party was not in 
the leaſt ſenſible of what was done, and therefore in danger of 
receiving the Puniſhment juſtly due for Wurchcratt ; only it (6 
happened, that Collonel F'nwick (that worthy Gentleman, who 
many years ſince lived in New- Ewgland) was then the Military 
Governour in that Town; he ſent tor the Mayor and Magiſtrate: 
adviſing them to be caretul and cautious in their proceedings ;. to: 
he told them, it might be an Inchanted Pin, which che Witch- 
finder made uſe of: Whereupon the Magiſtrates of t}:- 
place ordered that he ſhould make his Experiment with 
ſome- other Pin as they ſhould appoint: But that lic 


would by no means be induced unto , which' was a fuffici- 
SY ent 


_ "Caſes of Conſcience 


ent Diſcovry of the Knavery and Witchery of the Witch-finder, 
There is a ſtrange Diabolical Energy goech along with Incantars- 
ons. If Belak had: not known, that he would not have ſent for 
Balaam, to ſee whether he could inchant the Children of 1/rael. 


The Scripture intimates that Inchantments will keep a Serpent 


(*) De 3. 
ric, Þ 
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from biting, Eccleſ. 10. rr. A Witch in Sweedland confeſled, that 
the Devil gave her a wooden Knife ; and that if' ſhe did but touch 
any living thing with that Knife, it would die immediately : And 
that there is a wonderful Power of the Devil attending things in- 
chanted,we have confirmed by a prodigious Inſtance in MajorWeis, 
a Scotch Man: That wretched Man was a perfe& Prodigy ; a 
Man of great Parts; eſteemed a Saint, yet lived in ſecret Un- 
cleannels with his own Siſter for thirty four Years together : After 
his wickedneſs was diſcovered, he did not ſeem to be troubled at 
any of his Crimes, excepting that he had cauſed a poor Woman 
ro be publickly whipped, becauſe ſhe reported that ſhe had ſeen 
him committing Beſtiality z which ching was true, only the Wo- 
man could not prove it. This horrid Creature, it he had his - 
chanted Staff in his Hand could pray to admiration, and do extra- 
ordinary things, as is more amply related in the Poſtſcript to 
Mr. Simclares his Book before mentioned: Burt if he had not his 
Inchanted Rod to lean upon, he could not tra 
an Angel of Light: But by all theſe things we may conclude, 
that it is not impoſflible, but that a guilty Conjurer, that ſo he 
may render himſelf the leſs ſuſpeted, may by his Magical Art 
and Inchanement, cauſe innocent Perſons to be repreſented as al- 
nag thole whom the Devil and himſelf are the Tormen- 
tors of. 


Arg. 5. The Trath we affirm « ſo evident, as that many Learned 
and fudicions Men have freely ſubſcribed unto it. 

The memorable Relation of the Devils aſſuming the ſhap2 of 
an innocent Citizen in Zwrick, is in the Judgment of that great 
Divine Lud Levater, of weighty Conſideration : And he declares, 
that he does therefore mention it, that ſo Judges might be cautelous 
1 their Proceedings in Caſes of this nature, inaſmuch as the De- 
vil does often in that way intangle innocent Perſons, and bring 
them into reat Troubles. His Words are, (s) Henc Hiſtoriam ideo 
recito, . ut wdices, in bujuſmodi, Caſiburcauti ſint : Diabolus enim bac 
Via ſape innocent ibus mſidiatur. He confirms what he faith by re- 
Citing a Paſlafe out of Alerius Granzius, who writes that the De- 

vil 
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vil was ſeen in the ſhape of a Nobleman to come out of the Em- 

preſs's Chamber : But to clear her Innocency, ſhe (according to 

the ſuperſtitious Ordeals then in faſhion) walked blinfold over a 
many of glowing hot Irons without touching any of them. Yoe- 
rixs in his («) Diſpucation of Spe&res propoſeth that Queſtion,whe- (*) PP» 
ther the Devil may not untruly perſonate a Godly Man, and an: pg. 10-8. 
ſwers in the Affirmative: And withal adds, that it is a ſufficient 
Argument (ad hominem) to anſwer the Papiſts wich their own Hi- 
ſtories, which give Inſtances of Satan's appearing in the Figure 
of Saints, nay of Chriſt himſelf, And in his Dilcourſe concem; 
ing the Operations of Demons (w) he has the like Problem, whether (=) p.g44. 
the Devil may not poſlibly put on the ſhape of a true Believer, a 
real Saint, not only of ſuch as are dead, but ſtill living, and an- 
fwers, Quidni? Why not? It is true Popiſh Caſuifs (x) do gene- (*) Threxr 
rally incline to the Negative in this Queſtion: Nevertheleſs, the 5,979 
Inſtance of Germayw, who ſaw a Company of honeſt People re- 2: Cp: 14. 
preſented by the Devil, as if they had been feaſting together, 
when they were really aſleep in their Beds, does a little puzzle 
them, fo as that they are neceſlitated to take up with this Con- 
cluſion, 0) That by an extraordinary Permiſſion of God, innocent Per- (1) Bins fietg 


fon 5 may de confeſſes. 


e repreſented by Satan in the Nottural Conventicles of Witches: ,;, Orin 
And if ſo, much more as affliting bewitched Perſons. Delrior*n, p.rgz. 
giveth an account of an innocent Monk,. whoſe Reputation was ** 


indangered by a Demon's appearing in his ſhape. He writes more 
like a Divine than Jeſaits == do, when he ſaich that, (z) It « (2) Di/qui. . 
not abſolately to be demed, but that the Devils tay exbibite the Forms =g = nag 
of innocent Perſons, if God permit it, who when he does permit it , uſu- v. 143- 

ally by ſome Providence diſcovers the Fraud of the Devils, that ſo the 

Inmocent may be vindicated, or if not, it is to bring them to repentance 

for ſome Sm, or to try their Patience. It is rare to ſee ſuch Words 
dropping from the Pen of a Jeſuit: As for Proteſtant Writers, 1 

cannot call to mind one of any Note, that does deny the Poſh- 

bilicy of the Affirmative, in the Queſtion bzfore us. Dr. Henkelius 

has lately (a) publiſhed a learned and elaborate Diſcourſe con- (-) P.iated 
cerning the right Method of caring ſuch as are obſeſſed with Ce- y view | 
c1damons, in which he afſerts, that Satan may poſſibly aſſume the 

Form of inwocent and pious Perſons, that ſo he might thereby deſtroy 

rheir Reputations, and expoſe them to undue Puniſhments, As for our 

Engliſh Diviae:, there are not many greater Caſuiſts than Mr. Per- 

ins ; nor do I know any one that has writtez on the Caſe of 


Witchcraft with more Judgment and Clzarnefls of VOY 
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ors; b) « If *a Mars being dingerouſly fick and 
& like to die upon: Tufpicion;* will cake it on his death, that ſuch 


Cb.7. 5.2. * xn Gne has beriviretſed him, it is an allegation which may move 
þ. 644: 


(5) In hi 
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* the Jud "to Examine the Party, buric! is 'of no. moment for 
** Convittion: * The ike'is afferted by (c) Mr. Cooper, Mr. Ber- 
32rd, (once a famous Miniſter gt Batcomb in Somerſet) his Book 
called, 4 Guide to Grand Fury-men in Cafes of Witcheraft,. is a ſolid 
and Wiſe Treatiſe. What his Jadgmenc was in the Cate now under 
debate,” we may ſee, pap. 209; 210. where his Words are theſ: ; 
* Fr /Apparition of 'the Party ſulpe&ted, whom the-AtBiced in 


their Fifſeem to'ſee,- is a great ſuſpicion; yet this is but a Pre- 


&* fmption, tho' 'a ſtrong otie, becauſe *thele Apparitions are 
© wrought by the Devil, who can repreſent: to the Phanſie ſuch 
&* 25 the Parties uſe to fear, in which his Repreſentation he may 


<welllye as in his other Witneſs * For if the Devil can repreſent to 


«:; rhe Witch ſeeming. Sampel, ſaying, I fee God's aſcending out of 
* the Earth, to beguile Sax!, may we not think he can repreſent 
* 2 common ordinary Perſon, Man or Woman unregenerate, tho' 
* no Witch to the Phanſie of vain Perſons, to deceive them and 
* others that will give Credit to the Devil. Thus Mr. Bernard. 
As for the Judgment of the Elders in New-England, fo far as 


_Icatlearn, they do generally concur. with Mr. Perkins, and 


Mr. Berward. This I know, that at a Meeting, of Miniſters at 
Cambridge, Auguſt 1. 1692. where were preſent ſeven Elders be- 
ſides the Preſident of the Colledge, the Queſtion then diſcourſed 


on, was, Whether te Devil may not ſometimes hawe a Permiſſion to 


repreſent an imocent Perſon as tirmienting ſuch as are under Diabolical 


Moleft ations ? The Anſwer which they all concurred in,was in theſe 
words, vis. That the Devil may ſometimes bave a Permiſſion to repre- 
ſent an innocent Perſon as tormenting ſuch as are under Diabolical Mo- 
left ations ; but that ſuch things are rare and extramdinary, eſpecially 
when ſuch Matters come before Civil Fudicatares: And that ſome of 
the moſt etninent Miniſters in- the-ILand,” who were not at tac 
Meeting are of the fame Judgment; I am aſſuted: And 1 am 
alſo ſure, that in Caſes of this- nature the Prief*s Lips ſhould keep 
Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law at bis Mouth, Mal. 2. 7. 


Arg. 6. Our own Experience has confirmed the Truth of what 
we affirm. | 


I 


concerning -Witcherafts, * i 

T have in another Look given an account concerning Elizabeth 
Knap of Groton, who complained that a Woman as eminent for 
Piety as any in that Town, did appear to her, and affli& her - 
But afterwards ſhe was ſatisfied that that Perſon never- did. her 
any harm, but that the Devil abuſed' them both. About two 
Years-ago, a bewitched Perſon in Chelmsford in her Fits, com- 
plained that a worthy good Man, a near Relation of hers did at- 
fli& her : So did ſhe likewiſe complain of another Perſon in that 
Town of known Integrity and Piety. 

I have my ſelf known ſeveral of whom I. ought to think that 
they are now in Heaven, conſidering that they were of good 
Converſation, and reputed Pious by thoſe that had the greatelt In- 
timacy with them, of whom nevertheleſs, ſome- complained that 
their Shapes appeared to them, and threatned them : Nor is this 
anſwered by ſaying, we do not know but thoſe Perſons might be 
Witches : We are bound by the Rule of :Charity to think other- 

' wiſe: And they that,cenlure any, meerly becauſe ſuch a: ſad Af 
flition as their being falſly repreſented by Satan has befallen them, 
do not do as they would be done by. I bleſs the Lord, it was 
never the Portion allotted to me, nor to any Relation of mine to: 
be thus abuſed : But no Mann Knoweth what may happen to him, 
ſince there be juſt Men unto whom it happeneth according to the Wark 
of the Wicked, Ecclel. 8. 14. But: what needs more to be faid, 
ſince there is one amongſt our ſelves whom no Man that knows. 
him, can think him to be a Wizzard, whom yet ſome bewicched 
Perſons complained of, that they are in his Shape torment- 
ed : Andthe Devils have of late accuſed ſome eminent Perſons. 

It is an awful thing which the Lord has done to convince fome 
amongſt us of their Error: This then declare and teſtifie, thatto 
take away the Life of any one, meerly becauſe a Spefre or Devil, 
in a bewitched or poſſeſſed Perſon does accuſe them, will bring 
the Guile of innocent Blood on the Land, where ſuch a thing 
ſhall be done : Mercy forbid that ic ſhould, (and I truſt that as it 
has not it never will be ſo) in New-England. What does ſuch an. 
Evidence amount unto more than this : Either ſuch an one did 
afflit ſuch an one, or the Devil in his likeneſs, or his Eyes were 
bewitched. $ 

The things which have been mentioned make way for, and 
bring us unto the ſecond Cale, which is to come under our Conſli- 
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if ine bewitched u ffrach, down at the Look or caft of the Eye of 6 
nother, and after that recovered again by a Touch the ſame Pere 


ſon, Is not this an infallible Proof, og f e Perſon ſuſpefied and com- 


Ce) Ub; ſu- 
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* reſt upon his own teſtimony to enſnare the Blood of the 


lained of is m League with the | ; 
g pers Ie mult be owned that by ſuch things as theſe Wiech- 
crafts and Witches have been diſcovered morethan once or twice: . 
And that an ill Fame, or other Circumſtances attending the (uf- 
peed Party, this may be a Ground for Examination; but this 
alone does not afford ſufficient Matter for Conviction: As Spe&re: 
or Devils appearing in.the Shapes-of Men that have been mur- 
dered, declaring chat chey were murdered by ſuch Perſons and in 
ſuch a place, may give juſt occaſion to the Magiſtrate for En. 


EFefer's quiry into the Matter : One great Witch-Adyocate (4) confeſſeth, 


hoppoled that by this means Murders have been brought to light ; yet thac 


og —— alone, if other Circumſtances did not concur, would not by the 


Law of God take away. the Life of any Man. It my Reader 
pleaſeth, he ſhall hear what old Mr. Bernard of Batcomb faith to a 
Caſe not unlike to this, and the former : His Words are thele, (e) 
© The vaming of the ſuſpe&ed in their Fits, allo where they 
© have been,and what they have done here or there,as Mr.7brogmor- 
* zon's Qhildren could do, and that often and ever found true ; this 
*.is a great Preſumption: yet is this but a Preſumption,becaule this is 
*.only the Devils Teſtimony, who can lie, and that, more often 
* than ſpeak Truth.Chriſt would not allow his Witneſs of him in a 
*-Point moſt true; nor St. Paul in the due Praiſes of 'him and Sy- 
* tas ; his Witneſs then may nor be received, as ſufficient in caſe of 
© ones Life: He may accuſe an Innocent, as>I ſhewed before in 
* Mr. Edmund's giving over his Practice to find Stollen Goods ; and 
* Satan we read would accuſe Fob to God himſelf to be an Hy- 
* pocrite, and to be-ready to be a Blaſphemer, and he is called the 
"-Accuſer of the Brethren. Albeit, I cannot deny but this has 
" very often proved true, yet feeing the Devil is ſuch an one as 
",yeu heard, Chriſtian Men ſhould not take his Witneſs, to give 
*4n Verdi upon Oath, and .ſo ſwear that the Devil has therein 
* ſpoken the Truth;z be it far from good men to confirm any 
* Ward of the Devil by Oath, if it be not an evident Truth 
* without the Devil's Teſtimo ny, who in ſpeaking the Truth, has 


E 


" 2 lying Intent, and ſpeaks ſome Truths of things done, which 
" may be found to beſo, that he tmay wrap with chem ſome 
* pernicious Lye,, which cannot be tried to be trae, but 'muſt 
Inno- 


T cent. 


Cancerning Wittherdfts, 

* cent. Thus Mr. Bernard reſolved the Caſe above ſixty Years a- 
woy and truly in my Opinion like a Wiſe and Orthodox Divine, 
-what he {ays, -reacheth both this and the former Caſe. Dr. Corts 
- (a Learned: Phyſician) in-his Book, abcur The Tryal of Wichcraft, 
ſhewing thr true and right Merbod of the Diſcovery, with a Confutation 
Erroneow ways (which Book he dedicates to the Right Honourablz 
 *Sir Rdward Cook, Lord Chief Juſtice of England (f) He diſcourſes 
concerning Exploration of Witches by the touch of the Witch curing 
rhe rouched brwntcbed, and ſheweth the Fallibiliry and Vanity of 
that-way' of "Tryal, tho* he had often feen Perſons b2witched in 
'that way immediately delivered from the preſent Fic or Agony 
which was uponthem : Buthe taketh it to be a Diabolical Miragle. 


He'arguech thus, (g) *No Man can doubt but that the Vertue (e) Pag-19: 
* wherewith this touch was indued, is ſupernatural : If it be fo, ** 


* How can Man to whom nothing is ſimply poſlible that j4 fidt na- 
* enral be jaſtly reputed an Agent therein ? It he'cannot b%elfzem- 
* ed in himſelf any poſſible or true Agent, then it remaine har 
© he can only be intereſlſed therein as an Acceſſary in Conſent, 
© or ay a Servant amto a Superior Power: If chat Superior Power 
© be the Devil, the leaſt reaſonable doubt, whether the Devil alone, 
* or with the Conſent or Contrat of the ſuſpeted Perſon has 
*,produced that wonderful effet ; with what Religion or Reaſon | 
* can any Man incline rather to credit the Devil's mouth in the 
£ Bewitched, than to pity the Accuſed, and believe them againlt 
* the-lubtilty of a deceitful Devil: If the Devil by Divine Per- 
© miſſion meycaule ſupernatural Concomirances and Conſequences 
* $0.arrend tRe maturadl ARions of Men without their allowance, 
5 as is:manifelt 4n poſſeſſed Perſons, how is it reaſonable and juſt 
© that the Imwpalifions of the Devil ſhould be imputed unto any 
© Mahr And{ffitfhe) God forbid that the Devil's Signs and 
_ © Wonders, ney this Truths ſhonld become any legal Allegations 
5 of Evidencefin aw. We may therefore conclude it unyult, 
if <wxiteheforenamed miraculous Effet by the Devil wrought and 
* mpure@hy the'Bewirched, ſhould be eſteemed an infallible 
© mark againft any Man, as therefore: convinced for that the De- 
"xit'and the Bewicched have fo decyphered him ? Thus that 
_ Man. But to the Caſe in hand, I hare ſeveral things 
to O EI! ES 0 
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1. It js poſſible that the Perſon in Queſtion may. be peleed with 
Cacodemons: That bewitched Perſons are many times really poſ- 
ſeſſed with evil Spirits, is moſt certain. And. as Mr. Perkin ob- 
ſerves, no Man can prove-but that. Witchcraft might be'the Caule 
of many of thoſe Poſleſlions,, which we read of | in the Goſpel : 
And that Devils have been immicted iats the Bodies of -milerable 

. Creatures by Magicians and Witches, Hiſtories and Experience 
+ Sorhagy Virgin, that a young Man, whoſe Amours, ſhe deſpiſed, prexail- 
ed with a- Magicign to ſend an evil Spiric-1ato her, by means 

() _ whereof ſhe was ſtrangely beſotted. *Tis reported (5) of Simon 
PEE. Mags, that after he had uſed an Helliſh Sacrifice, to be cevenged 
of ſome that had called him-a great Witch, he cauſed infernal 

Spirit ro enter into them. Many confefling Witches have ac- 
knawledged, that they were the Cauſe of ſuch and ſuch Perſons 

ks DIE being poſſeſſed by evil Angels, as (4) Thyaw and others have ob- 
p.r.de V<- ſerved ; Now no Credit ought to be given to what Demons in 
1. chap, (UCh as are by them obſeſſed ſhall ſay. Our Saviour by his own 
16. p. 3 unerring Example has taught us nat to receive the'Devil's Teſti- 
mony in. any thing. The Papiſts are juſtly condemned for 
bringing Diabolical Teſtimony to . confirm the Pricjciples of their 

(!) Thuenw Religion.. Peter Cotton the Jeſuite (/):enquired of the Devil in a 
| i». 132 pollcſſed Perſon, what was the clearelt.Scripeure to Pr ve Purgs- 
Prtt2* tory. Ar the time when Luther dicd, all the poſleſied People in 
the Netherlands were quiet : The Devils ia; them,. {ajd; ghe Reaſon 

(n) Therm Was, becaule Luther (m) had: bee, a; great Frigad.gh |xbeirs, and 
-Jep*,?- they owed him thatzeſpedt as to gq-35 (fat as Gethwymy:ito atcend 
his Funeral Another time when there: was talk t ſome Mi- 
nilters of the Reformed Re)igion, the. Devils i \Bbſgled laugh: 
ed and laid, they were not at all afraid of them, Sr the Calvinif 
and they were yery good Friends. . 'Fhe- Jeſuits. -with theſe 
Teſtimonies as if they were; Divine Oracles;. , But the Father of 
Lyes is never to bebelieved:. He will utter twenty truehs to 
make way for one lye:, He will accuſe twenty Wir if he can 
but thereby bring one innocent Perſon ifto trouble z He mixeth 
Truchs with Lyes, that ſo thoſe truths giving credit unto lyss, 
Men may believe both, and fo be deceived: And whereas ſome 
fay, that the Perſons in queſtion are only bewitched and not poſ- 
{efled, let it be conſidered that poſleſſed Perſons are called Erer- 


gumen! 


do abundantly teſtifie. Hierom (b) relates jag. certain 
l 
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Concerning [CHcrates. 
gumens from EPLOMAL ito: Phey'whſe Bodies are pre- 
naturally agitated, fo as to be in danger of being thrown into. 
the;Fire, or into the Water, though they may be bewitched, are 
_ undoubtedly poſſeſſed with Demons, Mark 9-- 22, 25. Learned 
Men (a, give it as a moſt certain ſign of Poſiefion, when, the at- (2) renke 
fliged Party can fee and hear that which no-one elle can-giſcern */74" + 
any thing of, and wh-n they can diſcover (+) ſecrer things; As 6. (+) breck- 
16. paſt, or fature, (6) as a poſſefſcd Perſon in Germany torgtold Sg; 
the, War which broke out in the Year, 1546. And when the Limbs Go) Metres 
of miſerable Creatures are bent and ditjointed ſo as coald nor ©" Ee 
palible be-ivithout a Lexation of. Joints, were it_nort done -by a 
preternatursl, Hand, and yet no hurt raiſed [thereby chat! argueth 
Poſſeſlion. .'A!fo, when Perſons are by the Devil caſt into Firs, 
in the.which they ſpeak of things, that afterwards they have no : 
remembrance of (c) or, if they aw by cruel Devils corcured, fo 50,7109 
as. ta cauſe; hgrrendous Clamours in the diſtreſſed: Sufferers, that's & 114 
another ſign of.Qbleffion by evil- Spirits : It all cheſe-things con- 
cur in the Perſons concerning where the Queſtion is, we may 
conclude them. to be D&moniacks : And it fo, no Furor can with 
a.fafe. Conſcience look on the Teſtimony of 1uch, as ſufficient to 
take away the Life of any Man. 


" \ ” nate H7 Ge #y 

../2. Falling. down by the,caft of an Eye. proggeds not from a natural, (2. Pobbly 
but” an arbitrary Cauſe ; not from any -Poylon in the Eye of the ps > 
Witch, but from the Agency of ſome' Damon : The opinion oi 52*- 
Faſcination by the Eye is an old Fable, and (faich Mr. Perkins) 
as fond as old, Pliny (e) ſpeaks of a*People thar killed folks by () Lib. 7. 
looking on them ; and he adds, that they had ewo Apples in each © * 
Eye : and Tuly writes of women who had ewo Apples in one 
Eye that always did miſchief with their meer Looks ; ſo Ovid, 
Popula duplex y rack And Plutarch (f) writes, that ſome per- cf) 5 5m. 
ſons have ſuch a Poyſon in their Eyes, as that their Friends and 77: ©" 7: 
Familiars are Faſcinated thereby ; nay he ſpeaks of one that Be- 
witched himſelf ſick by looking on his own Face in a Glals : O- 
thers write of Faſcination by a meer Prolation of Words ; and tor 
ought I know, there may be-as much Witchery in the Tongue 
' a there is in the Eye. Semnertus (g) has diſcovered the Superſti- © - 

tion of thefe Fancies ; Sight does not proceed. from an Emiflon pus g cap. 
of Rays from the Eye, but by a reception cf the viſible Spe- * 
cies ; and if it be (as Philoſophers conclude) an innocent _— 
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andinor an Emiffion optick Spiries, ſo that Sigh: a7 ſuch, does re. 
ecive ſorheching from the Objett; and not-aft apon'ir, the Notion 
of 4: apr the Eye-is unphiloſophical : It is 47112, that ſore 

Eyes will affeArhoſe that took upon chem, Dam fpetfam Ozuli Leſoc. 
'  Ledimur & ipfi, for which.a natural Reaſotv iseaſily ro be a/ligned ; 
bur if the Wiccties Eyes ate thus infeRed with a natural Contayi- 
on, Whence is it, that only Bewitched Perſons are hurt thereby 2 
If the vulgar Error-concerning the Beſiiuks killing with the Look 
of: his Poyſonful Eye were a Truth, whatever'perſon char Ser- 
pent caſt his Eye upon would be!poyſoned.. 'Soif Wirches had 2 
phyſical Venom in their Eyes, 'orhers as well as" Faſtinated Per- 
ſons would be ſenſible thereof ; there is 45 much Truth in this 
fancy of Phyſical Venom'in the-Eye of ' a Witch, as there is in 
(#) Lib-2- what Pliny (+) and others retate concerning the” Thibians, viz. 
em 1.6. c. g. that they have two Apple in'one 'Eye, ant} rhe Effigies -of an 
p63 Horſe in the'other Eye; atid that they ate a people that cannot be 
. drowned. RY | IL HOT 

3. As for that which concerns the Bewitched Per 


- 
1 


ſon: being recovered 
out of their Agomies by the Toach of the ſuſpeiFed Party, i w warions and 
allible. | 
f For ſometimes the afflited Perſon is made fick, (inſtead of be- 
ing made whole) by the Touch of the Accuſed ; times the 
Power of Imagination is ſuch, as that the Touch of a Perſon in- 
nocent and 'not acteſed ſhall tare the fame effet. Ir is related in 
the Account of the Tryak of Witches at Bary in Suffolk 1664, 
(+) Scethe during the time (#)/ of the Tryal, chere\were ſome Expzriments 
99-4 made wich the Perfonsafli&ed, by bringing the accuſed to tonch 
them, 'and ic was obſerved that by the leaſt Touch of one of the 
ws Witches, hey that were in their Fits, to all mens Ap- 
prehenſion wholly deprived "of all Senfe and Underſtandings, 
would ſuddenly fhrick out and open their Hands. 

Mr. Setjeanc Keeling did not think that ſufficient to Convide the 
Priſoners, for adtnitting that the Children were in truth Bewitch- 
ed, yet (ſaith he) it'cannot be applyct ro the Priſoners upon the 
Imagination only of the Parties afflicted ; for if chat might be 
allowed, no x whatſoever catt be in ſafety, for perhaps they 
might fancy atiother Perſon who might altogether be innocent in 
ſuch matters : To avoid this Scruple it was privately deſired bythe 

Ige, that ſome Gentlemen there in Court would attend one of 
the diſtempered Perſons in the farther parc of the Hall , whilſt he 


Was 


© © Concerning Witcherafts, 
wasin 2? Fits, and then to ſend for one of the Witches to try what 
would appen , Which they did accordingly. One of them was 
"canyeyed irom the Bar, and brought to the Aflited Maid. They 
PR Apron before her Eyes, and then another perſon (not the 
ch) rouched her, which produced che ſame effec, as che Touch*® 
of the'Wirch did in the Court. Whereupon the Gentlemen re- 


taxed much anſatisfied. Bodis (+) relates, that a Witch who was (') In De. 
Tryedat Nanrs, was commanded by the Judges to couch a Bewitch- ge m-. © 


ed perſon, a thing often practiſed by the Judges of Germany in the ng 
Imperial Chamber. The Witch was extreamly unwilling, but being ap-a-1 


8 Apna-iionty 


Compelled by the Judges, ſhe cryed out, 1 am undone ; and as ſoon ® 13% 

a5 ever ſhe touched the Aflicted perſon,the Wirch fell down dead, 

and the other recovered. That horrid Witch of Sal#bury , Anz 
Bodenham (t) who had been Servant to the Notorious Conjurer Dr. (+) vee the 


Lamb, could not bear the ſight of one that was Bewitched by her, ined Res 


Lition, p. 


| A ſoon asever ſhe ſaw the Afidted Perſon , ſhe ran about ſhrick- 30, 31. 


inp, and crying, and roaring after an hideous manner, that the De- 

vil would tear her in pieces, if that perfoncame near her. And 

whitftthe Witch was in ſuch Torment, the Bewitched was at eaſe. 

By theſe things we ſee, that the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Kingdom 
darknefs, are not always and in all places the ſame. 


 Andit is good for mento concern themſelves with chem as lictle 
as may be. 


I think there is —_— in Dr. Cotta's («) Argument, viz. («) Ubifa-, 


That the Gift of bealing the Sick and Poſſeſſed , was a ſpecial Grace *** # 13% 
and Favour of God, for the Confirmation of the Trath of the Goſpel,but 
that ſuch a Gift ſhould be annexed to the Touch of Wicked Witches, as 
an infallible ſign of their guilt, not eaſie to be believed. It is a thing 
well known, that if a perſon poſleſſed by an Evil Spirit, is (asofc it 
ſo happens) never ſo outragious whilſt a good man is Praying with 
and for the AﬀMiicted , let him lay his hand on them, and «be 
Evil Spirit is quiet. I hope this is noeviJence of any Covenant,or 
voluntary Communion between the Good Man that is Praying and 


the Evil Spirit z no more does the Cale before us evince-any ſuch 
thing. 


4. There are that Queſtion the Lawfulneſs of the Experiment. For 
if ' this healing power in.the Witch is not a Divine but a Diaboli- 
cal Gift, it may be dangerous to medd!e roo much with it, It 
the Witch may be ordered to touch aftlited Perſons in _ to 
their 
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their -healiag or recovery. out of a lick Fit, why may not the 
Diſeaſed Perſon be as well ordered to touch: the Witch for: the 

Gme cauſe? And if to torch him, why not to ſcratch him and 

fetch Blood out of him, which is but an harder kind of touch ? 

But as for this Mr. Perkins doubts not to call it a PreFice of Witch- 

craft. It is not-ſafe to meddle with any of the Devils Sacraments 

; or Inſtitutions ; For my ows part, I ſhould be loath to ſay to a Man, 
that I knew or thought it was a Witch,do you look on ſuch @ Perſon, and 

ſee if you can Witch them into a Fit , and there u ſuch an afflicted Per- 

fon do you take them by the Hand, and ſee if you can Witch them well 

again. If it « by vertue of ſome Contra} with the Devil that Witches 

bave Power to ds ſuch things, it hard to conceive how they can be bid 

to' do them, without being too much crncerned in that Helliſh Covenant. 
wRemak-I rake itto be (as elſewhere (») I have exprefled) a iid Prin- 
 #-nces, p, Ciple, which the Learn2d Senner:zs infiſts on, wit. That they who 
nl force another to do that which be cannot poſſibly do, 'but by wicri'ue of a 
Compa@# with the Devil, have themſelves implicitely Communion with 

the Diabolical Covenant, The Devil is pleaſed and honoured when 

any of his Inſtitutions are made uſe. of ; this way of diſcovering 
Witches, is no better than that of putting the, Urine of the affli- 

ed Perſon into a Bottle, that ſo the Witch may be tormente:] 

and diſcovered: The Vanity and Superſtition of which practice 

I have formerly ſhewed, and teſtified againſt. There was « Con- 

Cee. Me jurer bis name was Edward Drake (x) who taught a Man to uſe that 
fiory of Du- Expertment for the Relief of bis affiifted Daughter, who found benefit 
mas p.136- rbereby; But we ought not to practice Witchcrafis ro diſcover 
bers'. Nar. Witches, nor may we make uſe of a White healing Witch (as they 
dis 3p Call chem) to find out a Black and Bloody one. And how did men 
folks ficſt come to know that Witches would be diſcovered in ſuch 
ways as theſe, which have been mentioned? If Satan himſelf 
were the firſt Diſcoverer (as there is reaſon to believe) - the expe- 
riment muſt needs have deceit in ir. See Dr. Willet on Exod. 7. 
Queft. 9. And ſuch Experiments better become Pagans or Papiſts 
than Profeſſors in New England ; whereas 'tis pleaded, that ſuch 
things are practiſed by the ; Jed. of the Imperial Chamber, I re- 
ply, that thoſe Judges (as Bodza relates, Lib. 3. Demon. Cap. 6.)have 
required ſuſpeted Witches to pronounce over the afflited p2r- 
ſons, theſe words, [I bleſs rhee in the Name of the Father, &c. upon 
which they have immediately recovered:; bur is the dark day 
com: upon us , that ſuch Superſticions as theſe ſhall be practiſed in 


New- 


- © Concerning WitcHcrafts. 
New-England : The Lord J:ſas forbid it. Sze Baldwin's Teſti- 
mony againſt the Praftic2 of the Camera Imperialis, Caf. Conſe. 
L. 3. C. 3- Þ: 634- 

5» If the Teftimony of a bewitched or poſſeſſed Perſon, is of Vali- 
ny as to what they ſee done to rate "My ” it ky as &.. > 
whom they. ſee affiified no leſs than themſelves : But what they affirm 
concerning others, 15 not to be taken for Evidence. Whence had 
chey this Supernatural Sight ? It muſt needs be either from Heaven 
or from Hell: If from Heaven, (as, Elſka's Servant, and Balaam's 
Afs cauld difcery Angels) let their Teſtimony be received : . But 
if they had this Knowledge from Hell, tho' there may poſlibly be 
truth in what they affirm, they are not legal Witneſſes : For thz 
Law of God allows of no Revelation from any other Spirit but 


himſelf, Ia. 8. 19. Iris a Sin againſt God to make uſe of 


the Devil's help to know that which cannot be otherwiſe 
known : And I ceſtifie againſt it, as a great Tranſpreflion, 
which. may juſtly provoke. che Holy One of 1/7ael, to let looſe 
Devils on the whole Land, Luke 4. 35. See Mr. Bernard's Guide 
to Juries in Caſes of Witchcraft, p. 136, 137, 138. And Brochmand 
Theol. de Angelis, p. 227. Altho' the Devils Accuſations may be 
fo far regarded as to caule an enquiry into the truth of things, Fob 
Te II, 12. & 2. 5,6. yet not ſoas to be an Evidence or Ground 
of Conviction : The Perſons, concerning whom the Queſtionis, 
ſee things through Diabolical Mediums ; on which account their 
Evidence is not meer humane Teſtimony ; and if it be inany part 
Diabolical, it is not to be owned as Authentick ; for the Devil's 
Teſtimony ought not to be received neither in whole nor in part. 
I am told by credible Perſons, who fay it is certaialy true, that 
a bewitched Perſon has complained that ſhe was caſt into Fits 
by the Look of a Dog; and that ſhe was no more able to bear 
the ſight of that Dog, than of the Perſon whom ſhe accuſed as 
bewirching her: And that thereupon the Dog was ſhot rodeath : 
This Dog was no Devil; for then they could not have killed him. 
I ſuppoſe no one will ſay that Dogs are Witches : I: remains then 
— the caſting down with the Look is no infallible ſign of a 
itch, | 
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8 It has always bzen-(aid, that it is a diffizule thing to find out 
Witches : Bur if the Reoreſentation of ſuch a Perſan as affliting, 
'or the Look or Toach bz an infallible proof of the guilt of Witch- 
crafe im;the Perſons complained of, *cis. the eaſieſt thing in the 
World to diſcover them; for ic is done to our hand, and there 
needs '\no enquiry into the Matter. | 


g. Let them ſay this is an infallible Proof, produce any Word out of 
the Law of God which does in the leaſt countenance that Aſſertion : The 
Word of God inſtructs Jurors and Jadges to proceed upon clear 
humane Teſtimony, Dewt. 35. 30. But the Word no where giveth 
' ustthe leaſt TIatimation, that every one is a Wirch, at whole look 
the bewicched Perlan ſhall fall into Firs; nor. yet that any other 
' means .fhould be. uſzd for the diſcovery of ' Witches, than what 
'may be uſed for the finding out -of Murderers, Adulterers, and 
other Criminals. : | | 
10. Sometimes Antipathies in Nature have ſtrange and unac- 
countable Eſfefts, 1-have read of a Man that at the iight of hi; 
own San, who was no Wizzard would fall into Firs. 'There are 
"that find 19 their Natures an avecſeneſs to ſome Perſons whom 
they never ſaw before, of which they can give no b2tier an ac- 
countthan Ae in Adariial, Concerning Sabidius. 


Non Amo te Sabidi, nec poſſum dicere quare. 


.* That ſome Perſons at the ſight of Bruit-Creatures, Cars, Spi- 
ders, &c. Nay, at che ſight of Cheeſes, Milk, Apples, will fall 
anto-Firs, 13. to0 well known to be denied. Penfurgius ma his Learn: 
ed Dilcourle De Puluere Sympathatico, p. 128. faich, there was 0n2 
an the City of Groning that could not bear the- fight of a Swine's 
Head : And that he knew another who was not able to look on 
the Picture thereof. Amatus Luſiranus (peaks of one that at the 
light of a Roſe would ſwoon-away : This proveth that the fall- 
ang ato.a Fit at the ſight of another 'is not always a ſign of 
Wicchzraft. It may proceed from\Nature, anJ the Power of 
Imagination. @ 


To 


%. 


Concerning Wikeherafts. 


To conclude ;* Judicious Caſuifts (4) have determined, that to (t) 4=Y 


- make uſe of thoſe Media to come tothe Knowledge of any Mat- 

-xer, Which have no ſuch power in chem by Nature, nor by . Di- 

vine Inſtitution is an Implicit going to the Devil to make a diſco- 

very? Now'there is no natural Power inthe Look or Touch of a 

Perſon 'to bewitch another; nor is this by Divine Inſtitution the 

- means whereby Witchcraft is diſcovered : Therefore it is an un- 
warrantable Practice. 


We proceed now to the third Caſe propoſed to Conſideration ; 
If the things which have been mentioned are not infallible Proofs 
of Guilt in the accuſed Party, -it is then Queried, Whether there 

are any Diſcoveries of this Crime, which Furors and Fudges may with 
8 ſafe Conſcience proceed upon to the Conviffion and Condemnation of 
. _ the Perſons under Suſpicion ? 


- Let me here premiſe Two things, 


1. The Evidence in this Crime ought to be as clear as in any 
other Crimes of a Capital nature. The Word of God does no 
where intimate, that a leſs clear Evidence, or that fewer or othec 
Wicneſles may be taken as ſufficient to convit a Man of Sorcery, 
which would not be enough to conviet him were he charged with 

- another evil worthy of Death, Numb. 35. 30. it we may not take 
the Oath of a diſtracted Perſon, or of a poſſeſſed Perſon in «4 
Caſe of Murder, Theft, Felony of any fort, then neither may 
we do it in the Caſe of Witchcratc. 


2. Let me premiſe this alſo, that there have been ways of cry- 
iog Witches long uſed in many Nations, eſpecially in the dark 
times of Paganiſm and Popery, which the righteous God never ap- 
- proved of, Bur which as (judicious Mr, Perkins expreſſeth it in 
.;plaits: Engliſh) were invented by the Devil, that ſo innocent Per- 
fans: mighe be condemned, and ſome' notorious Witches eſcape : 
Yea, many Superftitious and Magical experiments have been uſed 
to try” Witches by : Of this fort is that of ſcratching the Witch, 


zor ſeething che Urine of che bewitched Perſon, or making a 

i Witch-cake with that Urine: And that tryal of putting their 

{Hands into ſcalding Water, to ſee-if ic will not hurt them : And 

-that of. ſticking an"Awl utjder the Seat of the ſuſpe&ed Party, 

.'yea, and: that way of diſcovering Witches by tying their 
E 


Hands 


Caf, Conſe. 
L. 4. C. 23+ 


...\Cales.of: Conſcience” 
ands arid Feet, and caſting them on the Water, to try whether 
cr wil fink or ſwim: I did publickly bear my Teſtimony a- 
gainſt this Soperſticion. in a, Book printed at Boſton eight Years 
& — 


b hear that of late ome in -a Neighbour Colony have been 
playing with this Diabolical invention: Ic is to be lamented, that 
in ſuch a Land of ge New-Englend once was, a Practice 
which Proteſtant Wricers generally condemn as ſinful, and which 
the more ſober and learned Men amongſt Papiſts chemſclves have 
not only judged unlawful, but (to expreſs ic in their own terms) 
to be no leſs than a 2orral Sim, ſhould ever be heard of: Were it 
not that the - coming of Chriſt to judge the Earth draweth 
near, I ſhould think that ſuch Practices are an unhappy Omen 
that che Devil and Pagans will get theſe dark Territories into their 
Pofleflion again : But that I may not be thought to have no rea- 
ſon for my calling the impleaded Experiment into Queſtion,I have 
theſe things further to alledge againlt it. 


I. It has been rejected long agone, by Chriſtian Nations as a 

thing Superſtitious and Diabolical : In ay and Spain it is wholly 

C:) P-brie. diſuſed ; and (a) in the Low-Comntries, and in Frence, where the 

Fx. Judgesare Men of Learning. In ſome parts of Germeyy old P4- 

642, ganiſm Cuſtoms are obſerved more than in other Countries, neve:- 

(b) Matde- theleſs all the (k) Academies throughout Germany, have diſappro- 
r= de Mi- ved of this way of Purgation. 


£'6. Cap 10, 
dub, 19, 


2. The Devil is in ie, all Superſtition is from him ; and when 
Secret things, or.Jatzn{ Crimes, are diſcovered by ſuperſtitious 

' Practices, ſome Compat- and Communion with the Devil is the 
(<) bor Cauſe of it, as Auſtin (c) has truly intimated ; and (o it is here; 
a». Lib, 2. for if a Witch. cannot be drowned, - this muft proceed either 
<9: 2%. 2> from ſome natural Cauſe, which it doth-not,- for it is againſt Na- 
| ture for Humane Bodjes,, whea Hands' and Feet are tied, not to 
fink under the Water: Beſides, | they that plead for this Superſti- 
tion, fay that if, Wirches happen to be condemned for ſome 0- 
ther Crime and not for Witchcraft, they will not (wim like a 
Cork above:Water,, which Cauſe ſheweth that the -Cauſe of this 
Natation is not'Pbyfice! : And if. nor, then'eicher it muſt proceed 
from a Divine Miracle to.ſave a Witch from-drowning ; or laſt 
ly, ir mult be a.diabolical Wonder : . This: ſapecſtitious Experi- 


ment 


- 


Concerning- Witchrraft s. 


becaule it was never appointed by any lawful Aathority, but from 
che Suggeſtion of the Devil taken up by the rude Rabble : And 


lame (s) learned Men are of Opinion, that the firſt Exploratory (4) P\1ri.6 
(being a white Witch) did explicitely-covenant with-the Devil, that **'** 


hg ſhould- diſcover latent Crimes in this way ; And that it is by 
Virtue of that* firſt Contra that the Devil goech to work to 
keep his Servants from ſinking, when this Ceremony of his or- 
daining is uſed, Moreover,we know that Diabolus eff Dei Simia,the 
Devil leeks to a4mitate Divine Miracles. ; We read in Eccleſiaſtical 
Story, that ſore of the Martyrs when-they were by Petſecutors 
ordered to be drowned, prov'd to be immerſible : This Miracle 
would the Devil imitate in cauſing Witches, who are his Mar- 
tyrs not to fink when they are caſt into the Waters, 


Y * This way of Purgation is of the ſame nature with the old Or- 
deak gf, the Pagans, It Men were acculed-with any Crimeto clear 
innecency,they were to take an hot Iron into their Hands,or 


ks ſcalding Water to be poured down cheir Throats, and ' 


if they received no hurt thereby they were acquirted. This was 
the Devil's Invention, and many times (as the Devil would have 
it) they that ſubrnicted to theſe Tryals ſuffered no inconvenience. 
Nevertheleſs, it is aſtoniſhing to think what innocent Blood has 
been ſhed in the World by means of this Satenics! device. Witches 


| have often (as (9 Sprenger obſerves) defired that they might ſtand (*) 7+ miles : 


or fall by this Tryal by hot Iron,and ſometimes come off well : In 
deed, this Ordeal was uſed in other Caſes, and not in Caſes of 
Wighcraft only it, And ſo was the the Vulgar Probation by caſting 


ingah<& Water prafticed: ypon- Perſons accuſed (f) with other cf) 3a: de 
Crimes as well as that of Witchcraft - How it came' to be a. 


ſtrained; to that of Witchcraft I cannot tell; it is as ſupernatu- at. 
ral-for a Body whoſe Hands and Feet are tied to {wim above the 


Water, as it. is for their Hands not toftel 4 red hot Irgn.. If the 
one of theſt: Ordeals. is lawful to. be- uſed, than fo is the other 
too : But as for the fiery Ordeal it is rejefted and exploded out 
of the World; for the ſame Reaſon then the tryal by Water 
ſhould be (o. | 


4 It 


ment is commonly known by the Name of, The Valgar Probation, 


- 
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mallejic 7. 
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It is 4 tempting of God when Men 'put the Innoceney of 

wb + bb ain upon fach eryals 5 to deſire the Almighty 

ro ſhew'a Miracle to clear-the Innecenr; 6r'to convict the Guilty 

is a moſt preſumptuous' tempering oNhim/ "Was ie not'®" Miracle 

.. when Peter 'was kept from ſinking under che-Wacer by the Oinni- 
potency of Chriſt ? As for Satan, we know ' that his Ambition js 

to make his Servants believe that his Power is _— to God's, 

2nd that therefore he can'-preſerve whom he pleaſeth. ' I have 

4) Coſari. read (g) of certain *Magiciatfs,''who were ſeetr'walking on the 
«, Lib. Water: If then guilty Perfoiis ſhall float on *the Waters, either it 
is the Devil that cauſerh'them to do-ſo, (as no doubt it is) and 

what have Men to do to ſet the Devil on work; or el{@it is a Di- 

vine Miracle, like that of Perer'snet ſinking, or that of the Iron 

that ſwam at the Word of Eliſha. And ſhall (Men ery whether 

God will work a Miracle to make a diſcovery ? If a Crime can- 

not be found 'out'but by 'Miracle, - it is' not for/any Juidge on 

Earth to uſurp that Judgment which is reſerved \for the Divine 


Throne. 


5. This pretended Gift of Imtnerſibility — Witches, is a 
a moſt fallible'deceitful thing ; for many a Witch has ſunk under 
(3) Des. the Water. Godelmannws (b) giveth an account of. fix- notorious 
=, L. 3. and clearly convicted Witches, that ' when they were ' brought to 
a) 4 their vulgar Probation, ſunkdown under the Water like other Per- 
Ci) Dabra- {ons ;  Althuſis affirms the like concerning others in the (3) Bobe- 
- Ar mian poet A it is related, that Uratſiaws the King of ' Bobemia, 
extirpated Witches out of his Kingdom, |ſome of 'which he de. 
livered to the 'Ax, others of themto the Firs; ' and others'of them 
he cauſed to be drowned : If Witches are immenſible, how came 
— die by drowning in Bobemia ? Beſides, it has ſometimes 
known that Perſons who have floated on the Water when 
the Hangman has made the Experiment on them, have ſunk down 

like a Stone, 'when'others- have made the tryal. 


'6. The Reaſons commonly alledged for this Superſtition are of 
no moment: Ir is faid-they hate the Water; whereas they have 
many times deſired that they might be caſt on the Water in order 
to their purgation: It is alledged, that Water is uſed in Baptiſm, 

_ therefore Witches ſwim: A weak Phanſie; ailcthe Water in = 
Wor 


Concerning Witchcrafts. 
World is not conſecrated Water. Cannot Witches eat Bread or 
drink Wine, rtotwithftanding thoſe Elements are made uſe of in 
the Bleſſed Sacrament : Bt (ſay ſome) the Devils by ſucking of 
them-\make them ſo light that the Water bears them ; whereas 
ſome Witches are twice as heavy as many an innocent*- Perſon : 
Well, but then they 'are poſſeſſed with the Devil : Suppoſe ſo; Is 
the Devil afraid if they ſhould fink, that he ſhould be drowned 
with them ? But why then were the Gadarens Hogs drowned 
when the Devil was in them 2 

Theſe things being premiſed, I anſwer the Queſtion afficma- 
tively ; There are Proofs for the Convittion of Witches which Furors 
may with a ſafe Conſcience proceed upon, ſs as to bring them in guilty. 


The Scripture which ſaith, 7how ſhalt net ſuffer a Wurch to live, © 


clearly implies, that ſome in the World may be known and pro- 
ved to be Witches : For until they be ſo, they may and muſt be 
ſuffered to live. ' Moreover we find in Scripture, that ſome have 
been convicted and executed for Witches : For Saul cut. off 
thoſe that had familiar Spirits, and the Wizzards out of the Land, 
1 Sam. 28. 9. 

Jt may be wondred that Sau! who did like him that ſaid, Fe- 
Fere fi nequeo. Superos Acherenta Movebo, ſhould cauſe the Wiz. 
zards in the Land to, be pue to death. The Fewiſh Rabbies lay, 
the reaſon was, becauſe thoſe Wizzards foretold that David ſhould 


be King. It is (as Mr. Gaw/ (&) obſerves) the Opinion of ſome \ Ravrocl 
learned Proteſtants, that Sas/ in his Zpal did over do : And that winters, 
under the Pretext (1) of Witches he flew the Gibeonites, for which 7 _ 

that Judgment followed, 2 Sam. 21. 1. Neither (faith Mr. Gault) rite: con- 


want we the foried Examples of God's Fndgments upon thoſe that de- 1*&iures on 


famed, proſecuted and executed them for Wuches, that indeed were 
one. Bur we have in the Scripture the Example of a better Man 
than Saul to encourage us to make enquiry after Wizzards and 
Witches in order:to their Conviction and Execution. "This did 
the rareſt King that ever lived cauſe ro be done, wiz. Foſiab, 2 
Kings 2:3. 24. The Workers with familiar Spirits and the Wizards, that 
| were ſpied in the Land of Judah, did Joſiah put away, 1hat be mig bt 

perform the Words of the Law. Ir ſeems there were ſome that 
ſought ta hide thoſe Workers of Iniquity, but that incompa- 
* rable King ſpied them out, and rid the Land and the World 


__ of them. 


d Q. But 


[ Sam 21. rs 


ZE: 
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. and'ſhew their Deeds, as the Conterred Magician 


©. Bat then the Enquiry is, bat i: ſaffciext Proof ? 


"A. This Caſe has been with great Judgment anſwered by ſeveral 
Divinesof var own, particularly-by Mr. Perkins, and Mc. Brrzerd ; 
alſo Mr. febs Gaul a warthy Miaifter at Sraagbron, in the! County 
of Hantngton, has a very Judicious Diſcourſe, called, 
Sele# Caſes of Conſcience touching Witches and Wucherafts, Printed at - 
Landon A. D. 1646. wherein he docs with great Prudence and E- 


vidence of Scripture light handle this. and other. Caſes: Such. Ju- .. 


rors as Can obtain thoſe Books, I would adviſe rhe to -read, and 
ſeriouſly as in the fear of God toconlider them, and fo far as they 
keep to the Law and to the Teftimony,. and ſpeak according to 
that Word, receive the Lighe which is in them. But che Books 
being now rare to be had, let me expres my :Concurrence with 
them in theſe ewo particulars. - . * 2%) | 


i."That s free and voluntary Confeſſion. of the Crime made by the 
Perſon ſufpetted and accuſed after Examination, is a ſufficient Ground of 


Conviction. 


Indeed, if Perſons are Diſtra&ted, or under the Power of Pþre- 
netick Melancholy, that alcers the Caſe ; bur the Jurors thac examine 
them, and their Neighbours that | know'chem,' may eaſily: decer- 
mine that Caſe ; of it Confeſlion bs (») extorted, the Evidence 
is nc ſo clear and convidtive z. but if any Perſ5ng out of Remocrſe 
of Conſcience, or from a Touch of God on their Spirits, confeſs 
| | | | S$ 1n_Epbeſas did, 
Atts 19. 18, 19. nothing can be more ctears':.Suppoſe a Man to 


\ beſuſpefted for Murder, or for commitring'a:Rape, or the like 


nefandous Wickedneſs, it he does freely confeſs the Accuſarion, 
that's ground enough to Condemn him. TheScripture approveth 
of Judging the wicked Servanc out of his own Mouth, Luke 19. 
22. Its by ſome,objeed, (that Perſons in Diſcontene may fall- 
ly accule themfeves.”1 lay, if-.chey do fo, and it cannot. be 
proved that they are falſe Acculers of themlelves, they ought to 
dye-for thzir Wickedneſs, and their Blood will be upon their own 
Heads; the Jury, the Judges, and the Land is clear: I have 
_ a very lad and anazing, and yet a true Story to this pur- 
poſe, 


There 


' roncerving: Witcherafts: 


| There was in the Year 1649, in a Town called Lauder in 


Scotland , a certain woman accuſed and imp: iſoned on ſuſpi- 
cion of Witchcraft, when others in the ſame P.iſon with her 
- were Convicted, and their Execution ordered to bs on the Mon- 
| day following, ſhe deſired to ſpeak with a Miniſter, to whom the 
declared freely chat ſhe was guilty of Witchcraft, acknowledging 
alſo .many other Crimes committed by her, deſiring that ſhe 
might die with the reſt : She ſaid particularly that ſhe had Cove- 
nanted with the Devil, and was become his Servant about twen- 
L Emo before, and that he kiſſed her and gave her a Name, bur 
that ſince he had never owned her. Szveral Miniſters who were 
jealous that ſhe accuſed herſelf untruly, charged it on her Conſci- 
ence, telling her that they doubted the was under a Temptation 
of the Devil to deſtroy her own Body and Soul, and adjuring 
her in the Name of God to declare the Truth: Notwithſtanding 
all this, ſhe ſtifly adhered to what ſhe had ſaid, and was on Mon- 
Ce morning Condemned, and ordered to be Executed that day. 
When ſhe came to the place of Execution, ſhe was filent until 
.the Prayers were ended, then going to the Stake where ſhe was 
"to be Burnt, ſhe thus expreſſed herſelf, 41 you that ſee me thu 
day ! Know ye that | am to die as a Witch, by my own Confeſſion ! 
.and [ free all Men, eſpecially the Miniſters and Magiſtrates, from. the 
guilt of my Blood, I take it vbolly on my ſelf, and as I mutt make 
anſwer to the God of Heaven, ] declare I am as free from Witchcraft 


as any Child, but being accuſed by 8 Malicious Woman, and Impriſoned 


wnder the Name of a Witch, my Hwsband and Friends diſowned me, 


and ſeeing no bope of ever being in Credit atain, through the Temptation 


.of the Devil, 1 made that Confeſſion to deſtroy my own Life, being wea- 
ry of it, and chuſing rather to Die than to Live. This her lamenta- 
ble Speech did aſtonith all the Spectators, tew of whom covid re- 
frain from Tears. The Truth of this Relation (ſaich my (») Au- 
thor) is certainly atteſted by a worthy Divine now living, who 


(w ) Mr. Sin 


clare Invif 


was an Eye and an Ear-Witnels of the whole matter 5 bur thus b!e Weld. 
did that miſerable Creature ſuffer Death, and this was a juſt Ex- Bedds Biff 
_ecution. When the Amalakice conteſled that he killed Saul, whom. of PXmen 


he had no legal Authority ro meddle with, although *tis probable * 


that he belyes! himſelf, David gave order for hiis Executjon, and 
id to him, hy Blood be upon thy Head, for tby Mouth bath Teftified 
again# thee, 2 Sam. 1. 16. But as for the-Teſtimony of Contel- 


ſing Witches againſt others, the caſe is not lo clear as againſt _ 
elves, 


» 122, 


11vita Apol- 
0n11, 
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ſelves, they are not ſuch credible Witneſſes, as in a Cale of Lif: 
and Death is to be deſired : Ic is b2yoad diſpute, that che Devil 
makes his Witches to dream ſtrange things of themſelves and 0. 
thers which are not ſo. There was (as Authors beyond Excepti- 
on relate) in appearance a ſumptuous Feaſt prepared, the Wine 
and Meat ſet forth in Veſſels of Gold ; a certain Perſon whom an 
amorous young Man had fallen in Love with, was repreſented 


@) Baifzrg and ſuppoſed to be really there ; but Apollonins Tyaneus (0) dilco- 


vered the Witchery of the Buſineſs, and in an inſtance all vaniſh- 
ed, and nothing but dirty Coals were to be ſeen : The like to this 


is mentioned in the Arau/ican Council. There were certain Wo- 


men that imagined they road upon Beaſts in the Night, and that 
they had Diana and Herodixs in company. with them, beſides a 
Troop of other Perſons ; the Council giveth this Sentence on it ; 
Satangs qui ſe transfigurat in Angelum Lucs, transformat ſe in diver- 


ſarum perſonarum ſpecies, & mentem quam captivam tenet, in ſomnis 


deludit. Satan transforms himſelf into the likeneſs of divers Per- 
ſons, and deludes the Souls that are his Captives with Dreams 
and Fancies; fee Dr. Willet on 1 Sam. 28. p. 165. What Credit 


_ can be given to thoſe that ſay they can turn Men into Horſes ? 


If fo, they can as well tutn Horſes into Men ; but all the Wit- 
ches on Earth in ConuinRion with all the Devils in Hell, -cat 
never make or unmake a rational Soul, and then They cannot 
transform a Bruit into a Man, nor a Man into a Bruit ; ſo that this 
Tratiſmutation is fantaſtical. ' The Devil may and often docs im- 

ſs on the Imaginations of his Witches and Vaſſals, that they 

lieve themſelves co be be Converted into Beaſts, and reverted 
into Men again; as Nebuchadnezzar whilſt under the Power of a 
Dzmon really imagined himſelf to be an Ox, and would lye out 
ot Doors and eat Graſs: The Devil has inflifted on many a Man 


the Diſeaſe called Lycanthropia, from whence they have made 


lamentable Complaints of their being Wolves: In a word, there 
is no more Reality in what many Witches confeſs of ſtrange 
things ſeen or done by them, whilſt Satan had them in his full 
Power; than there is in Laciay's ridiculous Fable of his being Be- 
witched into an Aſſe, and what ſtrange Feats he then played ; fo 


_ that what ſuch perſons relate concerning Perſons and Things at 


km ra ought not to be received with too much Credu- 
ty. ; 


I could | 


Concerning Witchcrafts.. 
T could mention diſmal Tnſtances of Innocent Blood which has 
been ſhed by means of the. Lies of ſome Confefling Wit- 
ches; there is a very (ad Story mentioned in the Preface to the 
Relation 'of the Witchcrafes in Sweedland, how that in th2 Year 
1676, at Stockholm, a young Woman accuſed her own Mother 
ne had indeed been a very bad Woman, but not guilty of 
iechcraft,)and Swore that ſhe had carried her to the Nocturnal 
Meetings of Witches, upon which the Mother was burnt to Death. 
n alter theDaughter came crying and howling before the Judges 

in open Court, declaring, that to be revenged on her Mother 


for an Offence received, ſhe had falſely accuſed her with a Crinie * 


which ſhe was not guilty of ; for which ſhe alſo was juſtly Execu- 
ted. A moſt wicked Man in Farce freely, confeſled himſelf to 
be a Magician, and accuſed many others, whoſe Lives were 
thereupon taken from them; and a whole Province had like to 
have been ruined thereby, but the Impoſtor was diſcovered : The 
Confefling pretended Wizzard was burnt at Paris in the year 
1668. LI hall only take notice further of an awful Example men- 
tioned by A. B. Spor/wood in his Hiſtory of Scorland, p. 449. His 
words are theſe, © This Summer (viz. Anno 1597.) there was 
© a great buſineſs for the Tryal of Witches, among(t others, one 
* Margaret Atkin being apprehended on ſuſpicion, and threatned 
© with Torture, did confeſs herſelf Guilty ; being examined 
- *touching her Aſſociates in that Trade, ſhe named a few, and 
© perceiving her Delations find Credig, made offer to dere all of 
© that ſort, and to purge the Country gf them ; ſo ſhe. mighe 
© have her Life granted: For the reaſon of her Knowledge, the 
©faid, That they bad a ſecret mark all of that ſort in their Eyes, where- 
© by ſhe could ſurcly tell, how ſoon ſhe looked upon any, whether they 
© were Witches or not ; and in this ſhe was ſo readily believed, that 
© for the ſpace of 3 or 4 Months ſhe was carried from Town to 
© Town to make Diſcoveries in that kind ; many were brought 
© in queſtion by her Delations, eſpecially at Glaſgow, where 4:- 
© vers Innocent Women, through the Credulity of the Miniſter Mr. John* 
© Cowper,were condemned and put to Death; intheend ſhe was tound 
"© to be a mcer deceiver, and ſent back to Fife, where the was firſt 
\ © apprehended : Ar her Tryal ſhe affirmed all to be falle thar the 
© had confeſſed of herſelf or others, and perſiſted in this to her 
© © Death, which made many fore-think their too great torwardnels 
* that way,and moved the King to recal his Commiſlion given out 


© againſt ſuch Perſons, diſcharging EFRenenyy againſt them, 
; © EXCEpt 
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Caſes of Conſcience 


© except in caſe of a voluntary Confeſſion, till a ſolid Order ſhould 


© be taken by the Eſtates couching the form that ſhould be kept in 
* their Tryal. Thus that famous Hiſtorian. 

2. If two credible Perſons ſhall affirm upon Oath that they have ſeen the 
party accuſed ſpeaking ſuch words, or _ things which none but ſuch as 
bave Familiarity with the Devil ever did or can do, that's a ſufficient 
Ground for Convittion. | x ; 

Some are ready to ſay, that Wizzards are notſo unwiſe as todo 
ſuch things in the ſight or hearing of others, but it is certain that 
they have very ofren been known to do ſo: How ofren have they 
been ſeen by others uſing Inchantments? Conjuring to raile Storms? 
And have been heard calling upon their Familiar Spirits? And have 
been known to uſe Spell: and Charms ? And ro ſhew in a Glaſs or 
ina Shew-ſtone perſons abſent ? And to rev 2a] Secrets which could 
not be diſcovered but by the Devil? And have not men been 
ſeen to do things which are above humane Strength, that no man 
living could do wichout Diabolical Afiſtances? Claudia was ſeen 
by Witneſſes enough, to draw a Ship which no humane Strength 
could move. Tuccia a Veſtal Virgin was ſeen to carry Water in a 
a Sieve: The Devil never aſliſts men to do ſupernatural things un- 
deſiced. When therefore ſuch like things ſhall be teftified againſt 
the accuſed Party not by Spe&res which are Devils in the Shape of 
Perſons either living or dead, but by real men or women who 
may be creilited; it is proof enough that ſuch an one has that 
Converſation and Correſpondence with the Devil, as that he or 
ſhe, whoever they be, vught to be exterminated from amongſt 
men. This notwithſtanding I will add; It were better that ten 
\uſpeted Witches ſhould eſcape, than that one innocent Perſon 
ſhould be Condemned ; that 1s an old ſaying, and true, Preſtac 
reum nocentem abſolvi, quam ex probibitss Indicis & illegitima probatio- 
ye condemnari. [t is better that a Guilty Perſon ſhould be Abſol- 
ved, than that he ſhould without ſufficient ground of Conviction 
be condemned. I had rather judge a Witch to bean honeſt wo- 
man,than judge an honeſt woman as a Wir:ch. The word of God 
directs men not to proceed to the execution of the moſt capital of- 


tenders, until ſuch time as upon ſearching diligently, the matter is 


found to be a Truth, and the thing certain, Deut. 13. 14, 15. 

An Acquaintance(p)of mine at London, in his deſcription of New- 
England declares, that as to their Religion, the people there are like 
Mr. Perkins; it ts no diſhonour to us, if that be found true; I am 
lorry that any amongſt us begin to ſlight ſo great a Man, whom 
the 


- 


Men. 


Concerning Witchcrafts. 


the moſt (9) Learned in Forreign Lands, ſpeak of with Admi- 
ration, on the account of his polite and acute Judgment : Ir is a my 
grave and good Advice which he giveth in his Diſcourſe of Wiech- ©mp-nd. 


crafts (Chap. 7. Set. 2.) wherewith I conclude ; * I would there. 
* fore wiſh and adviſe all Jurors who give their Verdi& upon Lite 
*and Death in the Court of \flizes, to take good heed, thar as 
* they be diligent in zeal of God's glory,and the good of his Church, 
* in detecting of Witches, by all (ufficient and lawful means, {6 
* likewiſe they would be careful what they do, and not co condemn 
© any party ſuſpeted upon bare Preſumptions, without ſound and 
* ſufficient Proofs that they be not guilty through their own Raſh- 
"nels of ſhedding Innocent Blood. 
Boſton, New-England, Octob. 3. 1692. 


The ConrTenrts. 
H E fir#t Caſe propoſed, whether not may Satan appear in the Shape 


of an Innocent and Pious, as well as of a Nocent and\ Wicked Per- 
ſon, to affii&t ſuch as ſuffer by Diabolical Moleft ation? 
The Affirmiutrve proved from ſix Arguments. 


I. from ſeveral Scriptures. Pag. 1. 
2. Becauſe it us poſſible for the Devi! in tbe Shape of Innocent Per/ons 
to do other Mi/chiefs, proved by many Inſtances. P. 6. 


3. Becauſe if Satan may not repreſent an Innocent Perſon as affiicting 
others, it muf#t be either becaule he wants will or power to do the, or be- 
cauſe God will never permit him {o to do it ; euher of which may be 


affirmed. pe 8. 
4. It ts certain both from Scripture and Hiſtory, that Magicians 3 


their Inchantments and Helliſh Conjurations may cau/e a falſe Repreſenta- 
ton of Per/ns and Things. Pp. 12, 


5. From the concurring Fudgment of many Learned and Fudicous 
Pp. 16, 


6.Our own Experience h.zs confirmed the Trath of what we affirm. p.18. 
The Second Caſe conſidered, viz. if one bewitched be cast down with 


the look or caft of the Eye of another Perſon, and after that recovered a- 
. Lain by aTouch from the ſame Perſon, is wot this an infallible Prof that 
the = accuſed and complained of 4s in Covenant with the Devil ? p.23. 


n{w. This may be Ground of Suſpicion and Examination, but not of 


Convittion. * Þ- 24- 


The Fudgment of Mr. Bernard and of Dr. Cotta produced. p.25, 27: 
i 2 Several 
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The CONTENTS. 


Several things offered againſt the Infallibility of this Proof. 

I. 'T1s poſſible that the perſons in queſtion may be poſſeſſed wito Fr! 
Spirits, Signs of [uch. | | Pag. 22, 

2, Falling down with the caſt of the Eye proceeds not from a natura! 


but an arbitrary Cauſe. P. 23» 
3. That of the bewitched Perſons being recovered with a Touch is va- 
rions and fallible. | P. 24. 


4. There are that queſtion the Lawfulneſs of the Experiment. p.25. 

5. The Teſtimony of bewitched or poſſeſſed Perſons is no Evidence a5 to 
what they ſee concerning others, and therefore not as to themſelves. p.27. 

6. Bewitched Perſons bawe ſometimes been ſtruck down with the Look 
of Dogs, 1bid, Ap 

7. If this were aninfallible proof , there would-be difficulty m #i/covc- 


ring Witches. 
8. Nothing can be produced out of the Word of God toſhew, that thi; 


5 any proof of Witchraft, p.. 28. 

9. Antipathies in nature have ſtrange and unaccountable effetts. 

The Third Caſe conſidered , whether there are any Diſcoveries of Witch- 
craft, which Furors and Fudges may with a ſafe Conſcience proceed upon 
to the Conviction and Condemnation of the perſons under Su(picion, p.51. .. 

Two things premiſed, 

I. That the Evidence in the Crime of Witchraft ought to be as clear as 
im any other Crimes of a Capital nature, Þ- 29. 

2. That there have been ways of Trying Witches long uſed, which God 
never approved of. More particularly that of caſting the ſuſpetFed Par!) 
into the Water, to try whether they will Sink or Swim. The Vanity and 
great Sin which is in that way of Purgation evinced by ſix Reaſons,p. 29, 
70 30” 

That there are proofs for the Convifion of Witches, which Jurors may 
with @ ſafe Conſcience proceed upon, proved from Scriptures P. 33: 

That a free and voluntary Confeſſion is @ ſufficient ground of Convitt1- 
0n, P. 34 
That the Teſtimony of confeſſing Witches againl(t others, is not [0 clear 
an Evidence as againſt themſelves, p. 35. 

That if two Credible Perſons ſhall afurm upon Oath that they have 
ſeen the Perſon accuſed deing things, which none but ſuch as have familiart- 
., ty with the Devil , ever did or can do, that's a ſufficient ground of Con- 
 wietion : And that this bas often happened, p. 38. 
Mr. Perkins bis Solemn Caution to Furors, p. 39+ 


POST- 
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= 
T7 Delign of the preceding Diſſertation, is not to plead for 
Witchcraits, or to appear as an Advocate for Witches : I 
have therefore written another Diſcourſe, p.oving that there are 
ſuch horrid Creatures as Witches in the Wortd ; and that they are 
to be extirpated and cut off trom amongſt the People of God, 


which I have Thoughts and Inclinations in due time to publiſh ; - 


and I am abundantly ſatisfied that there have been, and are {till 
moſt curſed Witches in the Land. More then one or two of thoſe 
now in Priſon, have freely and credibly acknowledged their Com- 
munion and Familiarity with the Spirits of Darkneſs; and have 
alſo declared unto me the Time and Occafjon, with the particulac 
Circumſtances of their Helliſh Obligations and Abominations. 
Nor is there deſigned any Refle&tion on thoſe worthy Perſons 
who have been concerned in the late Proceedings at Sa/am : They 
are wiſe and good Men, and have acted with all Fidelity accord- 
ing to their Light, and have out of tenderneſs declined the doing 
.-of ſome things, which in our own Judgments they were ſatisfied 
about : Having therefore ſo arduous a Caſe before them, Pitty and 
Prayers rather than Cenſures are their dug; on which account 
I am glad that there is publiſhed to the World(by my S0nJa Brew:- 
ate of the Tryals of ſome who were lately executed, whereby I hope 
the thinking part of Mankind will be ſatisfied, that there was 
more than that which is called Spectre Evidence for the Conviction 
of the Perſons condemned. I was not my felt preiznt at any of 
the Tryals, excepting. one, vis. that of George Burroug9s.3 had I 
been one of his Judges, I could nothave acquitted him : For ſeveral 
Perſons did upon Oath teſtifie, that they ſaw him do ſuch things 
as no Man that has not a Devil to be his Familiar could pertorm : 
And the Judges affirm, that they have not convicted any one 
meetly on the account of what Spedtres have laid, or of what has 
been repreſented to the Eyes or Imaginations of the tick bewitch- 
ed Perſons. If what is here expoſed to publick view, may be a 
means to prevent it for the future, I ſhall not repent of my Labour 


ic this Undertaking. I have been prevailed with fo far as I = 
able 


TUTSCR EP TT. 
able to diſcern the Trutffin theſe dark Caſes, to declare my Sen- 
timents, with the Arguments which are of pe me, ho- 
ping that what is written may be of ſome ule to diſcover the 
Depths of Satan; and to prevent innocent ones having their Lives 
endangered, or their Reputations ruined, by being through the 
Subtilcy and Power of the Devils, in conſideration with the Igno- 
rance and Weakneſs of Men, involved amongſt the Guiley. It 


| becomes thoſe of my Profeflion to be very tender in Cales of 


Blood, and to imitate our Lord and Maſter, ho came not to deſtroy 
' the Lives of Men, but to ſave them. 

I likewiſe deſign in what I have written, to give my teſtimony 
againſt theſe unjuſtifiable ways of diſcovering Witcheralts, which 
' ſome among us have prafticed. I hear that of late there was a 
IVitch-cake made with the Urine of bewitched Creatures, as one 
Ingredient by ſeveral Perſons in a place, which has ſuffered much 
by the Attack of Hell upon it : This 1 taketo be not only wick- 
ed Superſtition, but great .Folly : For tho' the Devil does ſome. 
times operate with the Experiments, yet not always, eſpecially if 
a Magical Faith be wanting. I ſhall here take occaſion to recite ſome 
Paſlages in a Letter, which I received irom that Eminent pious 
and learned Man, Mr. Samuel! Cradock; during my abode in Lon- 
don ; the Letter bears date Febr. 26. 1690. Then take it in his own 
Words, which are theſe; © We have at this preſent one in our 
© next Town, who has a Son who has ſtrange Fits, and ſuch as 
* they impute co Witchcraft : He come to confule- with me about 
© it, but before he came, he had uſed a means which I ſhould 
© never have directed him unto, viz. He took the Nails of his 
* Son's Hands and Feet, and ſome of his Hair, and mixed them in 
* Rye-paſte wich his Water, and fo fer it all by the Fire cill it was 
* conſumed, and his Son (as he ſays) was well after, and free from 
© his Firs for a whole Month, but then they came again, and He 
© tried that means a ſecond time, and thin it would not do ; He re- 
* moved his Son into Cambridgeſhire the next County, - and then he 
* was well, but as ſcon as he brought him home he was afflicted as 
© before. The Poy lays, He ſaw a thing like a Mole follow- 
© ing of him, which once ſpoke to him. and told him he came 
"to do the Ofhce he was todo: I advilcd his Father to make ulc 
* of the Medicine preſcribed by our Srviour, viz. Faſting a1. 
* Prayer. Here have been others in this Town, that though they 
* weie under Ii-bandimg as they call it: One Family had thei: 


* Milk fo affected, that hey could not poltivly make any Checte, : 


" buc 
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POSTSCRIPT 


*but it hov'd and ſwelled, and was good for nothing : They are 


* now rid of that trouble, but how they got rid of it I do not know : 
Thus my Letter. By which i: is evident that Towns in England 
as well as New-Engiand are moleſted with Demons, only I wiſh 
that the Supzrſtiri>ns practiced in other places to gt rid of ſuch 
troubleſome Gueſts had never bzen known, much leſs uſed amongſt 
us or them. 

Some I hear have taken up a Notion, that the Book newly pub- 
liſhed by my Son, is contradictory to this of mine : *Tz ſtrange 
that ſuch Imaginations ſhould enter into the Minds of Men : I 
peruſed and approved of that Book before it was printed ; and 
nothing but '-ny Relation to him hindred me from recommend- 
ing ic to the World : But'my ſelf and Son agreed unto the hum- 
ble Advice which ewelve Miniſters. concurringly preſented before 
his Excellency and Council, reſp2Aing the preſent Difficulties, 
which let the World judge, whether there be any thing in its diſ- 
ſentany from what is atteſted by cicher of us. 
®It was in the Words following : 


The Return of- ſeveral Miniſters conſulted by his Excellency, and 
the Honourable. Council, upon the preſent Wirchcrafts in Salem 


Village. .. | 
Boſton, Fane 15. 1692. 
I, { her E affiifted State of our poor Neighbours, that are now ſuffer- 
ing by Moleſtations from the Inviſible World, we apprehend ſo 


deplorable, that we think their Condition calls, for. the utmoſt help of all 


Perſons in their ſeveral Capacities. TI. We cannot but with all Thank- 
fulnuſs acknowledge, the Succe/s which the merciful God bas given unto 
the ſedulous and aſſiduons Endeavors of our bonourable Rulers, to detect 
the aborninable Witchcrafts which bave been committed in the Country 
' bumbly praying that the di'cruery of theſe myſterious and miſchievous 
Wickedneſſes, may be perfected. III. Ie judge that in the proſecution 
of theſe; and all ſuch Witchcrafts, there s need of a very critical and 
exquiſite Caution, let by too much Credality for things recaved only 
pow the Devil's Au:bority, there be a D1w opened for @ long Train of 
miſerable Conſequences, and Satan get an Advantage over ws, for we 
wot be 19197 478: f bs Devices. IV. As m Complamts upon 
Wacker aft s, there may be Mitters of Enquiry, which 4d wit amount 
ates Matters of Pri umr'im, and there may be Muttert of Preſunmpti 
@ which yet my mit be rich med Matters? Commictiong /s is 
meceſſory that of Procerdongs thereabout be manag'd with an excreding 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
tenderneſs towards thoſe that may be complained of ; eſpecially if they 
have been Perſons formerly of an unblemiſhed Reputation. V. Ihen tj; 

is Enquiry ts made into the Circumſtances of ſuch as may lie unly 
any juſt Suſpicion of Witchcrafts, we could wiſh that there may be a1. 
wiitied as lutle as s poſſible, of ſuch Neiſe, Company, and Openneſ;, 
may too baſtily expoſe them that are examined : and that there may n;- 
thing be uſed as a Teſt, for the Trial of the_ſuſpetted, the Lawfuln; 
whereof may be doubted among the People of God 5 but that the Di. 
His given by ſuch Fudicicns Writers as Perkins and Bernd, 
conſulted m ſuch a Caſe. , VI. Freſumptions whereupon Perſons may te 
committed, and much more Convitfuns, whereupon Perſons may {: 
condenmed as guilty of Wuchcrafts, ought certainly to be more conſig:- 
rable, than barely the accuſed Perſons being repreſented by a Spectre nt; 
the Afﬀiicted ; inaſmuch as "tis an undoubted and a notorious thing, |; 
a Demon may, by God's Permiſſion, appear even to-4ll purpoſes, im t(; 
Shape of an mnocent, yea, and a weriuous Man: Nor can we efterm 
Alterations made in the Sufferers, by a Look or Teuch of the Accuſed to 
be an infallible Evidence of Guilt ; but frequently liable to be abuled ty 
the Devil's Legerdemains, VII. We know not, whether ſome remari- 
\ able Affronts gruen to the Devils,' by our disbelieving of thoſe Teſt imc- 
nies, whoſe whole force and ftrength w from them alone, may not put 3 
Period, unto the Pregreſs of the dreadful Calamity begun upon »1, 
rhe Accuſation of ſo many Perſons, whereof we bope, ſome are yet cl:ar 
from ihe great Tranigrefion laid mnto ther Charge. VIII. Newerthetc), 
We cannot but humbly-recommend unto the Government, the ſpeedy an« 
wigorous Proſecution of ſuch as have rendred themſelves cbnoxicus, «c- 
cording to the Direction gruen im the Laws of God, and the whole( nm: 
Statues of the Engliſh Nation,-for the Deteion of Witchcrafts, 


" Booksnowinthe Preſs, and going to it, Printed 
© for John Dunton, at the Raven in the Poultry. 


| Emoits of the Right Honourable Arthur Earl of Angle- 

BY fey, /ate Lo2d (te tyre mtermizt with 2D 90al,:i. 0- 
LT [itfcal and Hilfozicat Dblervations, aud mary Se- 
cret Paſſages nt before made publick. To which zz added, A Let- 
ter written by hzs Lordſhip, containing the Reaſons of his retiring from 
Court, in the late King's Reign. Publiſhed by Sir Peter Pet, Knight, 
according to hes Lordſhig's Regueſt upon bzs Death bed. 

The Genuine Rematns of chat Learned Prelaie, Dr. Thomas 
Barl: w, /ate Lord Biſbop of Lincoln z containing various Points, 
Theological, JIhiloſophical,[iſtozical,vc iz Letters to ſeveral 
Perſons of Honour and Suality ; with ſome Remarkable Paſſages in his 
Lordſhip's Life ; written with bis own Hand. To which zs added the 


Refolution of many abſtruſe Points in Divinmty, with great Variety of 


* es , pritten by bzs Lordſhip , and Publiſhed by Sir Peter 
ct, Anight. | 

A Drirefory "rr Poung Communicants, 7/berein the Na- 
ture of the Haly Sacrament is Explain'd, the moſt weighty Caſes of 
Canſctence about it are reſol/d, and ail theſe Scruples alledg'd for the 
Omiſſion of it, are conſider d. By a Divine of the Church of Ene- 
land, To which is added Menſalia Sacra, wr Meditations ſuited to all 
the parts of that Sulemn Ordinance. | 

The Hiſtory of the Famous Editts of Nants 2 Containing the moſt 
Remarkable things that have kappene4 in France both befere and ſince 
its Publication, upon Occaſon of rhe Diverjity of Religions, and eſpe 
cially a full Account of all the Contraventio s, Nen- Executions, 
Elufions, Artifices, V iolenccs, and other Injuſtices, which the Pro- 
teſtants reaſonably ''retend, and Co "plain they have Saffered, contraryt9 
the Tenour of the ſaid Editt, called and held Sacred and Irrewocable 
to the time of its moſt Perfidious Revocation.in Oftober, 16585. with 
all the Remarkable Occurrences that have followed ſunce the ſaid New £E+ 
diff. In Four Volumes. This French _ Darts, which the 
World has been ſo long expefing (is Licented and Entered in the 
Hall-Boouk, and) will be Tranſlated with all the Accuracy ſo great a 
Work requires. 

A peaceabte Enquiry into the Nature of the om Coutroverſie 
among the United Brethren, about Juſtification. By a Reverend Dt: 
Vine, | 
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33” © 3 Cathor if the late book entituled, Eurſus Bathematicus, 


The Third Edition of che firſt Account of the Tryals of th: 
 New-En land Witches. . © 


| feat Libzary fo2 June (ill be publiſht in a few 
Nay ad "cope Hiſlozical Account of the Choiceſt Books newly prin- 
ted in England. AG t - Forreign Journals ,, as alſo the State of 

im + 6 

Leon toe Pouth, thrugh all the Difficulties attending that 
State of Life. By the Reverend Mr. Om PRret OY 

May the 16th, 1693. New Propoſals for the Printing of a Book 
of William Leybourn's, Author of the Late Curſus Mathemati- 
ctis, and of divers other Mathematical Tradtates Who hath now by 
bim, a Miſcellanious Manuſcript ready for the Preſs, which he Intend 
to entitle, Pleaſure with 20fit $ /: conſiſting of Recreations of di- 


vers Kinds « Pix. Numerical,Geometrical, Mechanical, Oprical, 
3 


'Aſtronomical ometrical, » x ern" Statical, Mag- 
netical, Automarical, Chymical, Hiſtorical. Publiſhed for Inze- 
nious Spirits to make farther Scrutiny inta theſe (and the like) Sublime 
Sciences, and to divert them from following ſuch Vices, as Youth (in this 
Age) are too muth inclin'd to, ' | 

This Book, when Printed of a good: Letter, will contain 
above One Hundred Sheers, with near Tzzo Hundred Cutts. And 


as he hath already Publiſhed his Two laſt Treatiſes. viz. Dial- 


ling, Plain, Concave, Convex, Projeftive, Refleftive, Refraftive, &c. 
And Curſus Mathematicus, by way of Subſcription, he now again 


offers this to all Loyers of Laudable, Pleaſant, and Profitable 


Recreations. 
And to the end that This may come to Publick View in his 


Life rime, he preſents the following Overture (for the promo- 


tion of it) to all Maſters, Heads, Provoſts, Fellows, Scholars., 
&c. of both Univerſities. ——To all Publick and Private 
Schoolmaſters, Uſters and Scholars under them -—— To all 
Gentlemen of Inns of Court or Chancery —— And to all 
ether Piivatc Gentlemen of what Degree ſocyecr. 


The New PROPO SALS are as follow, Yiz. 


3, TJ HE Subſcrib ers togive Thirteen $hillings and fix pence for each Book in Quires : 
whereof fix ſhillings is.to be paid at the ti IDts li 
fox pence at the "ny of the Bok ne time of Subſcriptzan, and. ſeven ſhullings 


II, The. » 


= - © at the Ravenin the Poultry, 


tions for ſix books, ſhall have a ſeventh Gratls. 

INT. All who mend to afſift in the advancement of this Uſeſul Work . are” defi 
fired to ſend in thetr Subſcriptions with all ſpeed unto the perſons here under-named 
where printed Receipts ſhall be given them, : 

IV. In this Work will be inſerted ( above what was at firft propoſed ) a New 
Syſtem of Algebra, according t5 the laſt Improt ements and Diſcoteries that have 
been made in that Art, particularly as to the Nature and apjlication of Courer- 
ging Serics, whereby all poſſible Equations boweter adfefed, devolu'd, or interrupt- 
ed, are readily reſolv'd, and the buſineſs of Equations now brought to perfe@tion. 

As alſo a demonſtration of the proceſs of all the Rules commonly given for Addition, 
Subſtraction, Multiplicaticn ard Diviſion , eſpecially in Fraftions, not ſufficiently 
Clear'd by any Algetraic Author whatever : The whole is now made familiar and ea{ie 
to an Ordinary Capacity, by Richard Sault, Profeſſor of the Mathematichs, in Adam's 
Court in Broadfſtreer, near the Royal! Exchange. 

There will alſo be added ſeveral Great Curioſities in Cryptography, Horometria, 
doc. by another Hand, | 

VI. This Addition will occaſion its not being publiſhed ſs ſoon as at firit propoſed, and 
will iphance each book to ſixteen ſhillings in Quares to theſe that do not ſubſcribe 5 thoſe 
who expe the henefit of the Propoſals, are defwed 19 ſerd in their firft payment, viz. 
fix ſhillings, before the »Eth rf July next, after which time no Sabſcrigtions will be 14- 

in unger Eight ſhillings in hand, and the like at delivery, 

The Undertahers are the Author, Dorman Newman, R. Baldwin and John Dunton, 


ue — —— — 


Books lately Printed for John Duntoo, at the Raven m 
| the Poultry. 


"TOE gth Vol. of the Athenian Gazxette,reſolving all ric? and currous Queſtions, with a 
,® general Title, Preface,and Index to ir, ſticht ip in Marble Paper, Price 2 5.6 4. 

The Tigwine Liturgy, publiſht with the approbatien of ſeveral Biſh-pe. 

$adeurs New Diſcovery of Terra Incognita Auſtralis 3 tranilated from the French 
Copy. Printed at Paris by Publick Authority, 

The Agreement in Docrine, among the Diikenting Miniſters in London, ſubſcrit ed 
Decemb. 15. 1692. 


Fhe ſixth Edition of the ſecond Sprra. | 
A Conſerence between a modern Atheiſt and his Friend : By the Methodizer of the 


ſecond Spira; Printed in the ſame Hhze, that they might bind up together. 
An Earneft Call to Family-Catechiſm and Reformation : By a Reverend Divine, Se- 
veral Miniſters and private Chriſtians peruſing this Piece, earneſtly mov'd for its 
pvblication, whſch the Reverend Author at length conſenting to + the following pro- 
poſals are now made, forthe genera] diſperſing of ir; viz Thar whateter Gentlemen 
will be ſ» publick-ſpinited, as to gave 50 of them away, they ſhall have that number for 25 s. 
flitch'd up in Blew Paper, and ready cut ; but as fy! others who buy leſſer aumbers, they muſt 
not expect them under 6 d. jer book. : Fe 
Theodore John, a late Teacher among the Fes, his late Confeſtion of the Chriſti- 
an Faith, before he was baptized, : ; ; 
The Day of Jubilee; or, a plain and a practical Diſcourſe of the Saints gathering 
rogerher, and of theirmeering the Lord in Glory ar his ſecond coming, on 1 The/.4, 


37. By 7. Brandon, Retor of Winchamffead in Ber4s- _ 
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TI. Th encourage all perſons, they that ſhall comtribute to th ing $i x TIER 
, they that ſþ o the procuring Swbſtriy. © 
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The Gh DSRT by | of - 


araQer of | 
"The Senſe a in, Bopming uniſh 


- us 


'E = Coe Galpe- Tr 


A Diſconric ſhe what Repentance of National-Gins 
The Vanity of .Ghildhood and Foxch. Milqgvy 
The Life of Wr..Zhowe: Brent, by Dr, Anni 
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Mr. 0aks's. Funeral 
The Celeſtial Rece.. By Mr..Baſb, Ny oh, Slater, 


Mr, Puſbe [i Rennes on 4 
Thai Tae ike died ddenly.. 


og Noe 
ESD I, 3. Pres Prezbiter of the ardh'oG. Engluad; 


Eo Drove Whew Avick | 


